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ADVERTISEMENT. 



THE following valuable communications, refpeding the prc- 
feiit ftate of hufbandry in the county of Northampton^ and the 
means of its improvement, drawn up for the cpniid^^ration of the 
Board of Agriculture, is now printed, merely for the purpofe of 
its being circulated there, in order that every perfon, interelled 
in the welfare of that county, may have it in his power to exa- 
mine it fiiUy before it is publifhed. It is therefore requefled, 
that any remark, or additional obCbrvation, which may occur to 
the reader, on the perufal of the following fheets, may be tranf- 
mitted to the Board of Agriculture, at it« oi^ce in London, by 
whom the fame fhall be properly attended to ; and, when the 
returns are completed, an account will be drawn up of the ftate 
of agriculture in Northampton-fliir^, from the information thus 
accumulated, which, it is believed, will be found greatly fupe- 
rior to any thing of the kind ever yet made public. 

The Board has followed the hnw plaPf in regard to all the 
other counties in the united kingdom j and; it h hardly necef- 
fary to add, will be happy to give every gfllftance in its power, 
to any perfon who may be deiirous of Improving bi« breed of 
cattle, Iheep, ^c. or of trying any u^ul ei^pefiment in huf- 
bandry. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



NORTHAMPTONSHIRE is an inland county, fitua- 
ted within the 53d degree of north latitude, 
and near the centre of England. It is bounded on 
the eaft, by the counties of Cambridge and Hunt- 
ingdon; on the fouthy by Buckingham and fied« 
ford ; on the weft, by Warwick and Oxford ; and 
on the north, by Leicefter, Rutland, and Lincoln. 

This county is of an oblong form ; its greateft 
length from the fouth-weft corner near Aynhos, to 
the north -eaft boundary at Crowland, is 65 miles ; 
its greateft breadth from Higham Park on the eaft, 
to Stanford on the weft, is 32 miles ; but its mean 
breadth may be reckoned at 14 miles, making a 
fquare fuperficies of 910 miles, or 582,400 acres. 

Surface. — The furface of this county is as pecu- 
liarly advantageous for cultivation, as it is delight- 
ful and ornamental. In no other part of the king- 
dom, perhaps, are more agreeable and extenfive 
landfcapes to be feen. Here, there are no dreary 
waftes, nor rugged and uniightly mountains, to of- 
fend the eye, or to intercept the view. The fur- 
face is no where fo irregular, but it can be applied 
to every purpofe of hulbandry and tillage. Every 
hill is cultivated, or may be kept in a profitable ftate 
of pafturage, and ^very inequality in the furface 
contributes to its ornament and beauty. 

The upper and middle parts of this county are 
richly ornamented with extenfive woods, which are 
^nterfeded with numerous villas and beautiful 

B lawns. 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 6 ) 

lawns. The various avenues of trees, extending in 
many parts for miles together, the rivers and 
ilreams winding along the vales, and anfwering the 
neceflary purpofes of machinery, agriculture and 
trade, — the many beautiful villages and populous 
towns, with their churches and lofty fpircs, (20 of 
which may be feen at a time), when viewed from 
an eminence, prefent a profpeS beautifully diverfi- 
fied^ and highly pidurefque, and which cannot fail 
to delight the eye, and enliven the heart of every 
fpedlator* 

Soil — There is great variety in the foil of this 
diftrift, and feveral very diftindl kinds are found in 
almoft every parifh or lordlhip. Thefe may be 
clafied as follows : 

i^, Strong, deep ftapled foil, chiefly confiding 
of clay, free from any mixture of ftone or gravel. 

id. Light, thin, reddilh foil, chiefly confifting of 
loam 6 or 8 inches deep, on a bed of ftone, here 
called Kealy, or Scaley rock. 

3^, A rich loam of 8 or 10 inches deep, with a 
mixture of gravel, the under ftratum being clay, 
mixed with fmall pieces of red or white ftone. 

4/i&, A thin, ftaplc, light clay, very retentive of 
water. 

^tb^ Fen and meadow land. 

Climate. — ^The climate of this county is very fa- 
vourable both to health and vegetation, and this 
may be accounted for from its fituation and other 
natural advantages. 

It is abundantly fupplied with excellent water. 
The furface of the ground is no where fo elevated, 
as to confine the foggy and unwholefome vapours 
(which at times arife in this a.id in eveiy country) 
from being fpeedily dil'perfed. As there are no 
high hills here, it is in a great meafure exempted from 
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dieep falls of fnow, and long continued rains, which 
arc fo injurious to farmers in the vicinity of mountain- 
ous regions ; and as the feafons change gradually, the 
health of the itihabitants is little affedted by them, 
and the operations of hufbandry are feldom long or 
unexpeaedly fufpended by the inclemency of the 
weathei^ 

Rivers and Waters. — There arcL perhaps few di- 
ilriAs better . fupplied with water than this, while 
the inconveniencies which fo often happen from en- 
joying that advantage, are here felt but in a very in- 
confiderable degree. In almoft every part, it a- 
bounds with fine fprings, which being very plenti- 
ful in the upper part of the county, form numerous 
Ihiall brooks and rivulets, feveral of which uniting 
in their courfe towards the fea, at length become 
navigable rivers. 

There arc five rivers which take their rife in this 
CQunty, the Nen^ WeUand^ Oufe^ Leanty and Cbar*- 
well; and what is very remarkable, coiiftdering the 
difier^it courfes which they take, the fources of the 
former and of the two latter are faid to fpring out 
of one hill, near Cateiby and Hellidon, in the hun-^ 
dred of Fawfley. 

Tiie Cbarwelly after running for feveral miles a* 
long the weftern boundary of this county, enters 
0&fordihire,.and joins the Thames at the city of Ox-^ 
ford. 

The Leant joins the leffer Avon near Warwick^ , 
and afterwards joining the Severn, falls into the 
weftern ocean. 

The Nen is the moft confiderable of thefe rivers* 
After taking its rife, as above m*entioned, it is 
quickly joined by a number of other fmall ftreams 
and brooks in the vicinity of Daventry, and con- 
tinues its courfe from thence to Northampton, 
where it. becomes navigable, and forms a confider- 
able 
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able rivfcr, extending its courre along the eaft fide 
of the county, it paffes Wellingborough, Thrapffon, 
Owndle and Peterborough, and from thence, by a 
new cut, (called Morton's Leani), to Wifbecb, be- 
low which it difcharges itfelf into the German O- 
cean. 

The Welland takes its rife near Hawthrope, in 
the hundred of Rothwell, and winding along the 
north boundary of the county, it pafles by Rock- 
ingham and Stamford, where it becomes navigable ; 
from thence to Spalding, below which place it com- 
municates with the Tea. 

The Oufe^ which is one of the principal rivers in 
the kingdom, takes its rife from a fpring called 
bufc-well, near Brackley, in the hundred of Sut- 
ton. It quickly leaves this county, and after taking 
a circuitous courfc through part of Buckingham^ 
{hire, touches again upon it at Stoney Stratford ; 
from whence, it pafles to Newport-pagnel and to 
Bedford ; from which laft place it is navigable to 
the fea at Lynn. 

Thefe are the mod confiderable rivers ; but there 
are a great many fmall ftreams and brooks, which, 
after taking various windings through different parts 
of the county, difcharge themfelves into one or o- 
ther of thefe rivers ; and befides the convenience 
and advantage wttich the inhabitants enjoy from 
fuch an abundant fupply of water, thefe rivers and 
ft reams, are not only ufeful for fupply ing the mills 
for^ grinding wheat and corn, of which there are 
great numbers erefted upon the banks, but great 
advantages are alfo derived from the navigation of 
the Nen and the Welland^ particularly the former, 
as it paflTes through the greateft part of the county, 
and by means of which the inhabitants are fupplied 
from the ports of Lynn and Wifbech with coals, 
fir*timber and other articles, while confiderable 

quantities 
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quantities of oak, lyark, and grain arc fent back in 
return. 



TOWNS, POPULATION, and MANU- 
FACTURES, 

This diftria is divided into 20 hundreds*, com- 
priling now 316 parishes, or townfhips, though on 
the firft divifion of the county into parifhes, the 
number was 330 ; but ievwal of them have been 
united of late years. The principal market-towns 
are Northampton, (the county-^town), Peterborough, 
Wellingborough, Kettering, Owndle, Higham-fer- 
rers, Towcefter, Brackley, Daventry, Rockingham, 
Rowell or Roth well, Wcldon and Cliff. Though it was 
not poffible to afcertain the nuii\ber of inhabitants 
with any great degree of corrednefs, yet from the 
information received of the population of particular 
parifhes in different parts of the diftriA, the num- 
ber of inhabitants may be reckoned at 400 in each 
of the country parifhes or townlhips, and 3000 in 
each of the market-towns, making in all 167,600, 

C of 



* England was firll divided into tithings and hnndredft by King Alfred, about the 
year 900. The ancient tithings confided of iq men and their faaiilies ; and as by the 
original inftitution, 10 of thefc tithings were diredled to meet once every a or 3 weeks, 
in order to inquire into the ftate of the country, fuch meetings were therefore called 
hundreds. By this law, the honeft inhabitants of every village or townihip, became an- 
fwerabk ill their own private fortunes and property, for all the houfe- breakings, rob- 
beries, and other depredations comtfthted within their refpeftivc diftrias, and were alfo 
compelled to albciatc with their neigWbouifs in arms, in order to fuppreis every afi of 
iriolence, and to maintain peace and pobfic order. And it is worthy of remark, that 
the damages iiiftained by individitiidfi, in Gonfeqoebce of the very alarming riots which 
happened in London in the year 1780, were levied on (be inhabitants at large, on the 
principles laid down in this very ancient inftitution. 
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of which by far the greater proportion is employed 
in agriculture. 

The principal manufadlures carried on in this di- 
Uridy are, (hoes, bone lace, and woollen ftuflfs, prin- 
cipally tammys, callimancoes, and everlaftings* 

In Northampton, and fome of the neighbouring 
towns, upwards of a thoufand hands are employed, 
in making flioes for the fupply of the army and 
navy, and the fhops in London, and alfo for expor- 
tation to different parts of the world. About 7000 
or 8000 pairs are manufaftured weekly in time of 
peace ;- but at prefent, (July 1794), in confequencc 
of the war, from 10,000 to 12,000 may be manu- 
fadlured in the fame period. The price runs from 
3 s. 6 d. to 5 s. and upwards the pair. The me- 
dium price may be reckoned at 4 s. 3 d. of which 
about I 8. 6 d. is paid for labour. 

Th^ leather is purchafed partly in this and the 
neighbouring counties, but chiefly from the Lon- 
don market. A journeyman earns from 7 s. to 14 s. 
the week ; but from 9 s. to 10 s. may be confidered 
as the general average. 

In Wellingborough, ^nd the neighbourhood, and 
towards the fouth-weft corner of the county, from 
9000 to 10,000 perfons, moftly young women and 
boys, are employed in lace making. They earn 
from 2 d. to 1 8. 6 d. the day, generally, however, 
about 6d. nearly one feventh part of which muft 
be deduded for materials, in the proportion as 3 s. 
to 20 s. and confequently 17 s. in the pound of the 
value of the article are paid for labour. ' The price 
varies from three halfpence to 15 s. the yard ; and 
what feems very extraordinary, rifes regularly one 
halfpenny the yard. The greateft demand is for 
that quality which fells from 2 8. to 3 s. ^rr yard. 
All the thread of which the lace is made, is import- 
ed from Flanders, and the goods, when finiftied, arc 
partly exported to America, the Weft India ifland», 

and 
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and Ireland, but by far the greater proportion is 
ufed in Britain. 

Tlie woollen manufadory is principally confined 
to Kettering, and its neighbourhood. This ma* 
nufadure was in the higheft perfedion it has ever 
attained at the beginning of the prefent war. A 
very confiderable number of perfons were employ- 
ed, in the different branches of it, at that time. It 
is difficult to form any probable guefs at the num- 
ber } but perhaps from 5000 to 6000 would not be 
an extravagant calculation. At prefent, not more 
than one half of the number of perfons are em- 
ployed in it. The wool, in the firft inftance, is . 
bought by the manufadlurers of the growers, or far- 
mers in the neighbourhood. It then undergoes a 
very minute aflbrtment ;. and the different kinds of 
wool, which are found in every fleece, are appro- 
priated to fupply the proper markets, in the differ- 
ent parts of the kingdom where they are refpedtive- 
ly manufadured. Thus, for inftance, the coarfeft,. 
or long-ftapled wool, is fentinto Yorkfhire, where it 
is made into broad cloths and flannels ; the. fineft, 
or fhort-ftapled, is referred for the home manufadory, 
for the piirpofe of being made into tammys ; and 
fome of the moft: inferior of the laft defcribed wool, 
is likewife confumed here in making calamancoes 
and everlaftings. After the wool is forted, and the 
different kinds are afligned, to the refpedlive pur- 
pofes for which they are beft adapted; that which 
j« intended to be manufadlured at home, is combed, 
and then delivered out, in Imall quantities^ to the 
lower clafs of people in the neighbourhood, to be • 
fpun and reeled, for whicli they are paid fo much 
per pound, according to the finenefs of the thread 
into which it is converted; it is^^then returned 
home to the manufadlurer, who has it wove inta 
fuch kind of ftuff as the quality of the thread will 
beft anfwer. As foon as the goods are completed, they 

are 
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arc immediately fcnt to ihc Lowdon and the Yoric* 
(hire markets, where they are purchafed by perfons 
who drcfs and dye thcra^ and prepare them either 
for the fupply of their retail cuftomers^ or for ex- 
portation to f(^eign markets. The fpinning and 
reeling are chiefly performed hy the females, and 
boys from lo to 14 years of age. Th« price allow- 
ed, is from 10 d. to is. 6d. j^r pound. A tole- 
rable fpinner, who is indaftriouSy earns, upon an 
average^ 6d. per d«y^ Sorters are paid at the rate e^f 
6d. per tod of 28 lb.; combers receive 2S. for ev«ery 
13 lb. of wool. A good hand will make 9 s. or to s, 
per week. A weaver from 5 s. 6d. to 6 s. 6d. per 
piece for tammys, t:on(ifting of 32 yards in length, 
by 22 inches in breadth ; and for everlaftings, from 
58. to 178. ^rr piece of the fame fize, according 
to the finenefs; and a good weaver wiXl earn is. 6d. 
per day. 



STATE OF PROPERTT. 

There are many very confiderable eftates hi this 
diftri(fl, and by far the greateft part of the landed 
property is in the pofleflion of noblemen and gen- 
tlemen, who refide at leaft fome part of the year in 
the county. 

There are few eftates, the rentals of which ex- 
ceed L. lOyOOO per annum; there arc a great many 
others under that fum, down to L. 1000 a-year, 
and the remainder of the property is either poflejC- 
fed by thofe whofe rentals amount to from L. 500 
to L. 800, or by that refpedable clafs of men who 
have been long known in England under the de-^ 
noipination of Teotnanry^ who either occupy their 
own eftates, of the value of from L. 100 to L. 300, 

or 
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or who, bcfides their own eftates, rent extenfiv6 
farms from the landlords in their neighbourhood. 



EXTENT or FARMS, LEASES and RENT. 

There are no very large farms in this county j 
for although great progrefs has of late years bcert 
made in inclofing the open fields, yet the lands have 
been in many inftances parcelled and let out again 
to the formet tenants, who occupied them in the 
open field ftate, and to fuch extent as it was fup- 
pofed their abilities and eircumilances would en- 
able them to manage properly ; fo that it is only in 
the old inclofcd parifhes, where there are farms of 
any confiderable extei)|; ; and even there, the rent of 
one farm feldom exceeds L* 500* a-ycar. In the 
new inclofed parifhes, the farms are generally from 
h. 100 to L. ^00 per annunif and in the open field 
lands, the rents run from L. 50 to L. 150. 

This county may be faid to be principally occu- 
pied (with a very few exceptions indeed) by te- 
nants at will, the few leafes that are granted are of 
no longer endurance than for 7, 14 or 21 years ; 
and the general conditions contained in them are, 
that the tenants fhaU purfue a certain rotation of 
cropping ; that they fhall not break up any old pa- 
fture ground ; that they fhall not difpofe of hay or 
ftraw off the farm; and that they Ihall keep 
the houfes, buildings and fences in proper or- 
der. The terms of entry are either at Ladyday or 
Michaelmas, the former being the period for enter- 
ing upon a grazing farm, and the latter on an arable 
farm. The rent is paid half yearly, and in equal 
portions. The firft payment is ufually made twelve 
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months after the term of entry, and fo on half year- 
ly during the currency of the leafe. 

The average rent of the indofed lands, which 
are generally exempted from tithes, may be ac- 
counted at 20 s. the acre, that of the open field 
lands, which are fubjecSt to the payment of tithes in 
kind, may be reckoned at 8 s. The tithes may be 
reckoned at from 3 s. to 3 s. 6 d. per acfe over the 
whole open field farm, including even that part of 
it which is annually under fallow. 



MODES or TILLAGE adopted for raifing the dif- 
ferent Species of Crops. 

In every part of this diftri£t; plowing is perform- 
ed by a man and a boy, with* 3, 4, and fometimes 
5 horfes in a fingle length ; and though the foil (as 
has been already obferved) is of very different qua- 
lities, yet the lame expenfive mode of plowing, with 
a few exceptions, univerfalty prevails. 

Wheat, — A certain proportion of the tillage lands 

is regularly under wheat, perhaps about one third 

of the whole. It is generally fown in the opea 

fields after fallow, but on the inclofed farms alfo^ 

after beans or clover ftubble. When intended to 

be fown on fallow, the land is firft plowed late in 

the autumn, and a fecond time in the courfe of the 

fummer, before which* dung from the farmyard, 

without any earth or other mixture, at the rate of 

12 or 14 cart loads *, is laid on the acre ; and the 

third 
* Dimeniions of the ordinary dung cart. 

Length at top, 7 feet 6 inches. 

Ditto at bottom, 5 feet 9 inches. 

Breadth at top, 3 feet 9 inches^ 

Ditto at bottom, 3 feet. 

Height of fides, % feet. 
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third plowing (for raore than three plowings are 
feldom given) takes place in the end of September 
or beginning of Odober. About 3 bufhels of feed 
are fown on the acre, the average returns may be 
reckoned at 26 buihels The fpecies cultivated here 
are the Hertfordfhire white, the £flex down, and 
the red Lammas, or common red. This mode of 
hulbandry, however, is more peculiar to the open 
fields. A different mode of preparing the land for 
wheat is pradifed in the inclofed farms, where me-» 
liorating crops can be produced. 

Beans and Pear are generally cultivated fepa- 
rately, the former in confiderable quantities. They 
are commonly fown after wheat, though beans fome- 
times are fown on lands broke up from, grals. The 
land is once plowed, fometimes in wintfer, but ge- 
nerally early in fpring, according to the fcafon ; 
and in the end of February, or beginning of March,, 
feed, at the rate of 5 bu(hels, is fown on the acre. 
This crop is in general very uncertain, efpecially 
on the light lands ; but may be eilimated, for a 
courfe of years, and including all the various foils 
on which they are cultivated, at 14 bufliels ^er acre, 
OD the open fields, and 20 bufliels on the old inclofed 
lands. The kind in ufe here, i» the common 
horfe-bean.. 

Oats. — There is but a fmall quantity of oats cul- 
tivated, compared with the other fpecies of grain ; 
not fo much indeed as is fufficient for the confu/np- 
tion of the ordinary working cattle, which are prin- 
cipally fed with beans. Oats are here (pwn after 
wheat, barley, and grafs. In every cafe, one plow- 
ing fuifices, which is generally given in the fpring. 
And about the beginning of March, feed, at the 
pate of 5 or 6 buihels, is fown on the acre. The 
average returns may be accounted at 36 buihels per 
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«cre, on the open fields, and 40 bulhels on inclored 
land. The fpecies mod cultivated, are what are 
here called the fliort fmall, and the Poli(h oat. 

Barley is cultivated nearly in the* fame proportion 
with wheat. It is gcocrally fown after turnip. The 
land is once plowed, commonly about Lady-day, 
and feed at the rate of from 4X. to 5 buftiels, is fown 
on the acre. The return may be reckoned at 34 
bufhels the acre. The common long-eared barley 
is the only kind cultivated. 

Rye is feldom cultivated here as a crop, though 
frequently as fpring food for ftieep ; it is generally 
fown after oats or barl#y ; the land is plowed, and 
the feed fown immediately after harveft, and the 
flieep are folded upon it about Lady-day. This is 
confidered, andjuftly, as a great improvement, as 
the rye is ready to be folded upon by the time the 
crop of turnip is eat off, and the (heep by this 
means are kept on in good, order, till the beginning 
of the grafs feafon. It may alfo be obferved, that 
it is an additional crop gained, becaufe the rye is 
cat off in fuch time as to give an opportunity to 
prepare the land for a turnip-crop ; indeed, all the 
preparation neceffary is plowing, as in confequence 
of the fheep folding, the field muft be well ma- 
nured for the fucceeding crop, whatever it may be. 

Rape^ or Cole is alfo cultivated as winter and 
fpring food for (heep. The land is plowed three 
times, and generally manured before the laft plow- 
ing with yard-dung. About one-eight of a bufiiel 
of feed is fown on the acre. The time of fowing 
is in the month of June, or the beginning of July. 
The iheep are folded in the fame manner as on 
rye or turnip, and continue till about the end of 
February ; and if the winter is favourable, and not 
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very wet, the cole is fometimes allowed to ftand 
for feed, when 30 bufliels on an average is produ- 
ced from the acre. This article varies very much, 
in pricey from L« 18 to L. 35 per laft. 

Turnips are cultivated in confiderable quantities 
on every farm under tillage. The land is generally 
plowed four times ; the firft time, after harveft ; 
the fecond time, in April ; the third time, in the 
end of May, or the beginning of June ; and the 
land being then manured, they begin fowing turnip 
in the end of June, srnd finifti about the middle, or 
end of July. The feed is always fown broadcaft> 
and very foon after the turnips appear with the 
rough leaf; they are handhecd, by way of thinning 
them, which operation is repeated once, or oftener 
in the courfe of the feafon, as occafion requires. 
The turnip- crops are always eat off by flfeep, and 
principally by lambs ; though a great number of 
wedders are fatted for home confumption, and for 
the London market, particularly about Northamp- 
ton, and the higher parts of the county. The (heep 
are penned on the turnip-field in fquare folds, ac- 
cording to the number, about 100 commonly on an 
acre. Thefe pens, or hurdles, are made of the un- 
derwood fold in the forefts ; they are made 2 yards 
long, and coil about 6 d. each. 

Very few cattle are fatted on turnip here ; when 
that is done, a few of the largeft turnips are drawn 
from the field, and given - to the cattle in the ftall. 
They are.alfo occafionally fed on hay, at leaft once 
or twice a-day. ^ An ordinary crop of turnip fells ^ 
at from L. 3 to L. 5 per acre, the price depending . 
greatly on the feafon, and on the price of wooL 

Potatoes are not cultivated here to any extent, 
the quantity neceffary for the confumption of the in- 
habitants b^ing very trifling, and the diftance from . 
the London market too great, to allow the farmers . 
tp fend them there with advantage. 

E Meadows^, 
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Meadows. — There is a very great extent of mea- 
dows ill this diftridly not lefs than 40,000 acres. 
They are in general of a rich fertile nature, owing 
to the frequent overflowing of the waters, gnd pof- 
fibly, no artificial means, in the prefent ftate of mat- . 
ters can be devifed for their improvement. Indeed, 
the fyftem of watering meadows, or any other kind 
of land, is feldom pradtifed here ; and it is but in 
very few inftances, except along the banks of the 
rivers, where the lands are capable of that im- 
provement. The moft confiderable track of mca.- 
dow is that, on each fide of the river Nen^ begin- 
ning feveral miles beyond Northampton, and, ex- 
lending down to Petcrborpugh, which, from the 
circuitous diredion, and various windings of the 
river, between thefe two points, may be fuppo- 
fed to pafs through a country of more than 60 miles 
in extent. 

In the few inftances where artificial means have 
Taeen ufed in watering thefe meadows, this mode of 
improvement has exceeded the moft fanguine ex** 
pedation of the farmer, not only in producing a 
quantity of grafs greatly more abundant than in 
-former years, but alfo in improving the quality. 
But unfortunately for thofe occupying thefe mea- 
dows, they arc in general not only debarred from 
ufing the river, as a means of ameliorating the foil, 
but when extraordinary floods take place, the crops 
of hay are fo much damaged as to be comparatively 
of little value. This happens in a great meafure 
in confequence of different perfons having feparate 
and oppofite intcrefts in this river. 

The perfons here meant are the proprietors of the 
navigation, and thofe having right to ered mills, 
between whom, and thofe interefted in the prefer- 
vation of the meadows at large, many difputes a- 
rife. If an arrangement could be eflfefted, by which 
a more uninterrupted courfe could be procured fca: 
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the river, thefe extenfive meadows would certainly 
advance in value to the extent of feveral thoufand 
pounds a-year. It muft alfo be obferved, that the ' 
mills are generally built in the word poffible iitua- 
tions ; for in place of being ei;e4^ed on the fides of 
the meadows, and fuppiied by a lead or cut from 
the main body of the water, they are built on low 
ground, and every miller has the command of the 
whole river, by which means an obftinate man has 
it in his power, in time of flood, to injure his neigh- 
bours with impunity, and thsU: too without, in any 
degree benefiting himlelf 

Artifieial Grqffes.^^Tht kinds of artificial grafles 
ufually fown in this diftrid, are broad or red clover, 
at the rate of 20 lb. the acre. When the lands are 
intended to be broken up, after one or two years, 
the quantity of red clover is fometimes diminiftied, 
and 4 lb. or 51b. of trefoil are added. 

When the laods are intended to lie in grafs for a 
number of years, the feeds fown are, 41b. red clo« 
ver, 16 lb. white ditto, and one-half buihel rye- 
grafs. 

SaiQtfoin is fometimes cultivated, but not gene* 
rjdly. 

Chicory. — ^The only experiment made of this plant, 
is by Mr Martin, on his farm of Janfor Lodge, near 
Oundle. He, has planted about 2 acres ; and in the 
end of July it had a very promifing appearance* He 
will, if defired, chearfuUy communicate the refult of 
this experiment to the Board of Agriculture. 



HARVESTING the CROPS. 

The mode of harvefting the corns, which is uni- 
verfally adopted in this diftrift, is as follows : — The 
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wheat is reaped with the fickle : This work is either 
performed by people hired for the harveft, (which 
generally continues about a month), or by under- 
takers, who reap, bind, and fet it up in (hocks ; 
for which they receive from 6 s. to 9 s. the acre, ac- 
cording to the bulk of the crop. And, when this o- 
peration is performed, and the wheat carried home, 
and put into the barns, the ftubble is mowed with 
fcythes, and raked together in heaps, which, when 
done by the great, or piece, cofts about 2 8. the acre. 
The ftubble is carried home to the ftack-yard, and is 
ufed in thatching houfes, and as litter for the cattle. 

The other fpecies of crops are all mowed by the 
fcythe, cither by men employed for the whole har- 
veft, or at a certain price per acre, which varies 
from I s. 3 d. to 2 s. Oats and peas are feldom mo- 
ved out of the fwaths, in good weather, till ready 
to be carried home. Barley and beans are repeat- 
edly turned over, before they are in a condition to 
be built, either in the b^n, or in the ftack-yard ; 
and when the waggons are employed in carrying 
home the crop, all hands, that can be fpared, are en- 
gaged in raking the grounds, which is done with 
long, headed rakes, made for the purpofe. The hay 
harveft operations, are carried on v\ the fame man- 
ner here, as in all other parts of the kingdom. 

Having been favoured with an account, of the 
particular days on which harveft commenced on a 
ferm near the centre of the county, for the laft fevea. 
years, it is here fubjoined. . 



1787. 


ijtfa Aiiguft: 


1788. 


4th ditto. 


1789. 


1 8th ditto. 


1790. 


16th ditto. 


1 791. 


8th ditto. 


1.79a. 


13th ditto* 


1753: 


ift dittos 
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MANURES. 

Lime. — ^This county abounds with limeftone in 
almoft every corner, and confiderable quantities are 
manufadlured for the purpofes of building, yet very 
little is ufed as a mean of improving the foil ; al- 
though, where it has be^n properly applied, its ef- 
fects have been abundantly confpicuous. One great 
reafon why it has not come into more general ufe, 
may be owing to many injudicious experiments ha- 
ving been made, where the quantity ufed has been 
too fmall to produce any beneficial effeds. There 
can be no doubt but lime applied in a proper man- 
ner, and, in fuflicient quantities, from 300 to 40a 
bufiiels of powdered lime to the acre, would operate 
very powerfully on moft of the foils' i« this diftridl ; 
and it is to be hoped, thofe proprietors who pay fo^ 
laudable an attention to the improvement of their 
eftates, and of the country at large^ will make fuch 
experiments on their own farms, as will be the 
means of introducing the general ufe of this valuable 
manure, which has in other countries been produc- 
tive of fuA great improvements. Lime-fliells fell 
at from 6 d. to 7 d. the bufhel at the kiln, though it 
might be manufadiured on much lower terms, \vl 
kilns properly conftruded. 

Marl is not ufed here as a manure, though there 
is rich (hell-marl in different parts of the county,, 
particularly on his Grace the Duke of Buccleugh's 
eftate of Boughton,. and Sir George Robinfon's Cr 
ftate of Cranford. The effeds of this manure, in pro- 
ducing great crops both of corn and grafs, are well! 
known in many parts of Scotland, and it would no 
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doubt operate as powerfully here, if properly ap- 
plied *. 

Woolleti 

* The marl which has been difcovered upon the Boughtoti eftate, was found in a 
low, and, rather wet (ituation in Boughton-park, at about 20 inches from the fur- 
face, which confids of a dark rich loamy foil ; a white loamy earth prefents itfelf, mix- 
ed with a great quantity of fine fmall {helly fubflances, which, when perfeftly drained ' 
and dried, either by the fun or fire, adheres together in lumps, and becomes extremely 
light. Upon immerging a piece of it In common vinegar, it caufes a great effervefcence. 
The fhelly particles in a great meafure difTolve, and the whole foon becomes a fmooth 
liquid plafter. This flratum of white earth is from 12 to 18 inches in thickneis, when 
another firatum is found, confiding of a darker coloured earth, with a large mixture of 
blue claj, and a much fmaller quantity of (hells than the white kind. This laft ftra« 
tum continues about the fame depth as the former, when the Arong clay makes its ap- 
pearance. — The following valuable information, refpeding this marl, has been given by 
an ingenious and learned chymifl in Scotland. 

" I have afTayed the two marls ; one of them is almoft white and chalky ; the other, of a ^ 
'' yellowifli colour, and darker, and more plaftic, like clay. The firft is as rich a marl 
" as ever I aflayed^ It is, when perfedlly dry, very nearly equal in value to the firft chalk, 
'' or beft limeftones ; the difference is not more than 2 or 3 per cent, ; and it has the ad- 
'' vantage, as a manure, of not needing to be burnt. But when newlj taken up from 
'^ its bed, ic muft contain (a confiderable quantity of water, and its value will be the 
" lefs by this quantity of water, whatever it is. If, for example, one ton weight of 
*^ the wet marl contains a quarter of a ton of water, it will be equal in value to three- 
** fourths of a ton nearly of the beft nnburnt limeftone. The quantity of water is 
" eafily learned, by weighing a quantity of the wet marl, and then drying it tho- 
" roughly, and laftly weighing it again. 

" The ycllowifli and more clajifli marl is of little value in comparifon with the form- 
" ^r. It contains only when perfe£Wy dry, one part of calcareous or lime earth in ten 
•* of marl ; the nine parte being clay and fand. Marb, however, not richer than this, 
" are valuable in fome places that are at a diftance from lime, and in ufing them, a 
«' greater quantity is laid on the foil, to make up for their defed in quality." 

From the above chymical experiment, it appears, that the white earth contains a much 
larger proportion of calcareous matter, than the darker coloured. There cannot be the 
fmalleft doubt of both proving a very valuable manure, particularly for grafi-ground j 
but a much fmaller quantity will be required for that purpofe, of the former, than of the 
latter. It b prefumed a confiderable quantity of this marl might be found in the neigh- 
bourhood, but chiefly in low aud moift fituations. The fame ftratas of earth here men- 
tioned having been found, by digging in many other places, near to which thb has been 
difcovered. White earth of the fame kind, has been found at the bottom of a pond in a 
low wet part of the park, at the diftance of near 300 yards from the firft fituation, from 
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JVooUen Rags are the only artificial manure ufed In 
this diftrid to any extent. Befides, what are procu- 
red in the county, conCderable quantities are pur- 
chafed from Leicefterfhire, and the other neighbour- 
ing counties. They coft about 4 s, the hundred 
weight, befides 2 s. for chopping. Six hundred 
weight is generally applied to an acre. This kind 
of manure is generally ufed as a preparation for a 
crop of barley, and is found to anfwer well. 

Compojl Dunghills are feldom made, the dung be- 
ing in general carried dired from the ftraw-yard to 
the field. 

When compofts are made, they confift of farm- 
yard dung, and the fcourings of ditches, or foil col- 
leded on the fides of roads, together with a certain 
quantity of lime. The farmers who follow this 
pradice, confider the extraordinary expence, and 
' trouble, as fully compenfated, by the benefit, which 
the lands receive, from the addition of the rich earth, 
and rotten vegetables, which are thus procured, and 
which operate more powerfully in confequence of 
the lime, with which they are mixed. 

PRE- 



which it is conceived, there muft be a continuation of the different flratas of earth be- 
fore dcfcribed ; though inftanoes have been known where marl of thb kind has been 
bred, and produced, by the continual accumulation of putrified vegetable fubftances, par- 
ticularly in low fwampy fituations covered, or, furrounded by trees, and wood, which is 
the cafe with the pond hete mentioned. — ^An experiment is intended to be made this 
autumn in Boughton-park, by laying various proportions of the two marls upon differ- 
ent kinds of foil, anc. in different fituations; the effefts of which, at any future time 
will be very willingly communicated to the Board of Agriculture, fhould fuch a cir- 
cumftance be thought worthy of notice. If this kind of dreffmg is found to exceed, or 
even to equal the cffedb of common manure, it may prove an important'circumftance 
as no doubt great improvements may be made upon meadow and pafture ground, where 
fuch affiftance can be procured. It would certainly be worth while, to procure a marl 
iortMg irofij to examine the ftrata of all the meadows, and low fpots in the county. 
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PRESENT STATE of the COUNTY, in regard 
to AGRICULTURE, and, the Modes of Manage- 
ment. 

It has alreadv been Hated, that there are 316 pa - 
rifhes in the diftrid, 227 of which are in a ftate of 
inclofure, and 89 in open field ; befides whicb^ 
there are many thoufand acres of woodlands, and a 
large track of rich valuable land, called the Great 
Peterborough Fen, in i, ftate of commonage ; fo that 
fuppofing the inclofed part of the coonty at prefent 
under the moft approved modes of management, 
there is above one third of the whole, by no means in 
the beft ftate of cultivation of which it is fufceptible. 

In defcribing the prefent ftate of the county, it 
may be proper to clafs it under the five following 
divifions, viz. old inclofure, oew inclofure, open 
field, commons, and woodlands ; and to give a par- 
ticular account of the different modes of manage- 
ment pradlifed by the tenants who occupy the lands, 
under all thefe various divifions. 

Old Inelq/ures. — ^Perhaps one half of the inclofed 
parilhes, may be denominated old inclofures, at leaft 
that proportion may be faid to be occupied as gra- 
zing farms, which is the ufe to which old inclofed 
lands in this county is generally applied. 



STOCK and MANAGEMENT of a FARM ufed 
for BULLOCKS, and SHEEP grazing, or fat- 
ting for the Butcher. 

One hundred and feventy acres old pafture,. 7a 
acres meadow, rent L. 300, poors rates, and other 
parochial taxes 5 s. 6 d. in the pound of rent, lands 
exonerated from tithes. 

Soon 
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Soon after Lady day, the fanner begins to pur- 
chafe bullocks, and the breeds of Shropfliire and 
Herefordftiire are preferred. In the courfe of the 
fummer a few Scotch and Welfti cattle are bought 
in. The ftock never exceeds 70 bullocks and hei- 
fers. He begins felling off in September, and by 
the beginning of February the whole is difpofed of. 

From the end of Oftobcr hay is given twice a 
day in the field. The cattle are configned to a 
falefman in London. 

The ^xpence of fending them there, including 
the falefman's commiflion, amounts in fummer to 
6 s. 6 d. and in winter to 7 s. each. The buying-in 
price of ShropQiire and Herefordftiire cattle is from 
L»i3 to L. 14, and the felling price from L. 17 to 
L. 18. About 100 ewes with lamb (generally of the 
Shropfhire breed) are purchafed in the month of 
September, at about L. 21 the fcore. Sixty wedders 
of one year old, here called Shearlings, alfo of the 
fame breed, are purchafed about the beginning qf 
winter. The price about L. 26 per fcore. Begin 
felling off the lambs (many of the ewes have two 
lambs) in May. The average price L. 22 the fcore. 
The ewes are fold from September to December at 
about the fame price with the lambs. The wedders, 
after they are Ihorn, are fold in May and June, 
about L. 36 the fcore. Expence of fending to Lon- 
don I s. to I s. 2 d. each. A few young horfes are 
generally reared. 

SERVANTS. 

I fhepherd, at 8 s. per week. 

A man or boy, at 5 s. per ditto. 

No work-horfes or implements of hulbandry. 

Dairy F^rfTi.— Extent 200 acres pafture, and 50 
acres meadow. — Rent L. 280. — Tithe free. — Poor 
rates, ISc. 3 s. Milk from 45 to 55 cows ; prefers 
the Ihort horned Torkfhire. Plows none of the land, 
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but makes as- much meadow-hay as ferves for pro* 
vender in winter, and on which the cows arc whol- 
ly maintained during that feafon. Purchafes ftraw 
for litter, which generally colls about 30 s. the wag- 
gon load. A few breeding mares are kept, and 5 
or 6 young horfes, but no young cattle. From 8 to 
10 cows with calf, and fatting for the butcher. The 
calves are fold to Effex and other counties, where 
they are fed for veaL Keeps about 20 hogs in fum- 
mer, and about half that number in winter. The 
buying-in prices from 20 s. to 25 s. They are kept 
4 or 5 weeks, and fed entirely on milk. They 
are fold in London at from 30 s. to 40 s. each. The 
expence of fending there is. 4 d. each. About 12a 
fheep are regularly kept as a breeding dock. But- 
ter, and milk for the hogs, are the only produce of 
the dairy. The butter is fent twice a week to Lon- 
don by the ft age- waggon. The price from May to 
November is 8 d, and from November to May lod, 
per pound. There is nothing particular in the man* 
Tier of managing the dairy. 

NUMBER OF SERYAJNTS^ 

2 men. 
I fhepherd. 

1 boy. 

2 women. 

No work-horfes or implements of hufbandry.. 

There are feveral farms, where a fmall portion of 
the lands are in tillage, and which properly falls to 
be defcribed under this head. The mode of ma- 
nagement, however, is fo nearly fimilar (except in 
that particular) to the one before mentioned, as ren- 
ders it only neceffary to ftate, that on thefe farms, a 
breeding ' ftock, to a certain extent, is regularly 
kept ; and that it is principally on fuch farms, where 
attention has been paid to the improvement of the 
diflferent breeds. The Difliley or nfew Leicefter breed 
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of fheep, which is confidered as the beft yetknown^ 
is generally introduced on all thefe farms. 

New Inclofures. — In what is called the new in- 
clofed townlhips or parilhes, a fy item of alternate 
corn and grafs hulbandry is adopted ; a certain por- 
tion of meadow is generally allotted to each farm, 
where it is practicable ; and fome particular fields 
are kept in conftant pafturage, 

Particulars of a Farm, containing 220 Acres, be- 
fides 40 Acres of Meadow. — Rent L. 400. — The 
Lands Tithe free,-^Poors Rates, iSc. 3 s. 6 d. in 
the Pound. 

ROTATION or CROPPING. 

ift year, fallow, part turnip, the land dunged. 

2d year, wheat, barley after the turnip. 

3d year, beans or peafe. 

4th year, barley, with 18 lb. red clover to the acre,, 

5th year, clover. 

6th year, ditto. 

7th year, part beans and part oats. 

NUMBSR OF SERVANTS* 

2 plowmen* 
2 boys. 

1 (hepherd. 

2 women fervants. 

STOCK*. 

9 horfes. 

2 or 3 young horfes, 

8 cows. 

20 hogs, old and young. 

A, breeding ftock of fheep, confifting of about 200. 

Far« 
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Particulars of a Farm, containing 200 Acres of 
Tillage-land, and 100 Acres in a State of Pa- 
fturage.— Rent L. 300.— Tithe free. — Poor-rates 
' 3 s. in the Pound. 

ROTATION OF CROPPING. 

Oats. 

Turnip. 

Barley. 

Wheat, with 20 Ih. tehite clover, one-half bufhel 

rye-grafs, and 4 lb. red clover. 
Grafs made into hay. 
Ditto, pafture. 
Ditto, ditto. 
Ditto, ditto. 

NUMBZROF SERVANTS. 

4 plowmen. 
4 boys* 

1 fhepherd. 

2 women fervants. 

STOCK. 

13 horfes. 

3 or 4 young horfes. 

20 cows and young cattle. 

A breeding ftock of 200 flieep on an average* 

15 hogs, old and young. 

N. B. By the above rotation, fallow is excluded, 
one half of the farm being under com and turnip, 
and the other half under grafs. Though it may 
be proper to obferve here, that no general rotation 
of cropping is eftablifhed in the county, each 
landholder or his agent, fixing on that, for which 
the foil and fituation of the farm i» confidered as 
beft adapted. 

Open Field Lands. — ^Without entering into a par- 
ticular detail, of the wretched fy ftem of hufbandry, 
univerfally adopted in the open field parifhes in 
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this part of the report, it is only necefiary to ftate 
(imply what the fyftem is. 

Particulars of a Farm in the Open Field State, 
containing loo Acres arable, 20 Acres Meadow, 
and 150 Acres Ley or Pafture.— Rent, L. 118. — 
Tithes payable in kind, — Poor-rates, and- other 
Pari(h-taxes, 5 s. in the Pound of Rent« 

ROTATION OF CROPS. 

1 ft year, fallow, part turnip, the land dunged or 

folded with (beep. 
2d year, wheat, barley after the turnip. 
3d year, beans, and a few acres under oats. 

SERVANTS. 

2 men. 
2 boys. 

2 women fervants. 

I (hepherd takes care of all the fheep in the parifh. 

STOGKk 

7 horfes. 

9 cows. 

6 or 8 hogs. 

130 fheep of all ages. 

Commons. — Though there is not one acre of wafle 
lands in this county, properly fo called, yet there 
are many thoufand acres in the open field lord« 
fhips in a ftate of common pafturage, which, under 
proper management, might be made to produce 
abtmdant crops both of corn and grafs, while at 
prefent they do not yield pafturage, which can at the 
higheft computation be eftimated at 5 s. the acre. 
Indeed, if the calculation was fairly made, the oc- 
cupiers are not benefited to the extent of half that 
fum, as the ftock which they fend to depafture upon 
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thefe commons, is liable to fo many difcafes and 
accidents, as one year with another, nearly counter- 
balances any advantages which can be derived from 
pofleffing this right ; while, on the other hand, the 
keeping fuch extenfive tracks of land in a ftate of 
commonage, is attended with one very great dif- 
advantage to the farmers in the neighbourhood, 
becaufe, while thefe rights of commonage are con- 
tinued, no attention whatever will be paid to the 
improvement of the breed of flock ; for it is not 
to be fuppofed, that a farmer who depends on the 
fcanty food which thefe commons afford for the 
maintenance X)f his cattle, horfes and fheep, will ever 
be at much expence or trouble for the improvement 
of the different breeds. Without enumerating all the 
various commons of fmall extent, fituated in diffe-* 
rent parts of the county, or the nature or extent of 
the common rights of paflurage, pofTeffed by thofe 
who refide in the neighbourhood of the forefts and 
chafes, it may only be neceffary here to mention 
particularly that of 

THE GREAT PETERBQKOUGH FEN. 

A track of fine level laud, containing between fix. 
and feven thoufand acres, of a foil equal to any per- 
haps in the kingdom of Great Britain, and fufcep^ 
tible of the highcft cultivation. It is fituated be- 
tween Peterborough and Crowland^ towards the 
north-eafl bounds of the county, and is fubjed to 
the depafturage of the cattle, horfes and fheep of ^z 
parifhes or townfhips in the neighbourhood, which 
comprife what is commonly called the Soke of Pe- 
terborough, The farmers who live in tlie townfkip& 
immediately adjoining, confider their right of com- 
monage as of no value to them ; and it may there* 
fore be fuppofed, that thofe who live at the diftance 
of 8 or lo miles cannot be much benefited thereby. 
Indeed, confidering the prefent mode of manage- 
ment, 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 31 ) 

ment, it is impoffible that any advantage can arife 
to the perfons having right therein. That it is a 
valuable track of land, however, if under proper 
cultivation, is fully afcertained from the following 
circumftance. The annual ex pence of keeping the 
drains, bridges, ire. in proper repair is confider- 
able ; and the means adopted by thofe concerned, 
for railing a fund for this purpofe, is to let a cer- 
tain number of acres to fome tenant in the neigh- 
bourhood for a courfe of corn cropping, for 3 or 4 
years, when it generally rents at from L. 3 to L. 5 
per acre. From this account, it may be fafely 
ftated, that if thefe fix or feven thoufand acres were 
converted into private property, and divided into 
farms of a proper fize, the whole might be rented 
on leafes of moderate endurance, at from %o s. to 
30 s. per acre ; and it may further be obferved, that 
the produce of thefe lands, under that fyftem, would 
exceed what they now yield, to the extent of many 
thoufand pounds a-year, while the additional num- 
ber of hands which would be requifite for the cul- 
tivation of thefe farms, could not be fliort of 130Q 
or J 400. The advantages, therefore, both of a pu- 
blic and private nature, which mull neceffarily re- 
fult from a divifion of this common, are fo obvious, 
as to require no illuftratibn. 

The perfon who is moft materially intereftcd, is 
Earl Fitzwilliam, though a great many others are, 
to a certain extent, concerned. From the truly re- 
fpeftable charafter of that Noble Lord, there can be. 
lio doubt, that a proper application made to him, 
from all thofe having intereft in the divifion, would 
be attended with the bell confequences, as, from his 
difpofition to be ferviceable to thofe who refide in 
his neighbourhood, he would chearfully embrace fo 
favourable an opportunity of materially promoting 
their intereft. But as the whole inhabitants of thefe 
32 pariflies, may be faid to be in fome degree con- 
cerned, 
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cerned, and as it would anfwer no good purpofe, to 
call together fo numerous a body of people, it 
might therefore be proper, that a meeting fhould be 
held in each parifh, and powers granted to one of 
the mod refpedable of the inhabitants, to meet a 
perfon deputed by each of the other parifties, in or- 
der to make the application, and procure his Lord, 
fhip's confent to the meafure ; and if obtained, of 
which there is no reafon to doubt, application might 
then be made to Parliament, who would no doubt 
agree as to the propriety of the divifion, and pafs a 
bill, appointing commilfioners to negotiate the bufi-^ 
nefs in common form. 

Among the various important objeds, which natu- 
rally fall under the confideration of the Board of A- 
griculture, there are none, which, in their confe- 
quences, will prove more extenfively beneficial in a 
national point of view, than their giving every pofiible 
aid to thofe fpirited proprietors, who are anxious 
to promote the improvement of the country, by 
bringing the commons and wafte lands under culti- 
vation, as nothing will fo certainly promote or main- 
tain an increafed population. 

With refped to what are the bed means to be 
purfued in regard to the common in gueftion, it 
would be improper in this report to determine. It. 
appears only neceflary to repeat, that the improve- 
ment of it, would give regular employment to a great 
number of hands, and furnifli the public markets, 
with an additional quantity of feveral thoufand quar- 
ters of grain annually ; all which can be efTeded, 
without being attended with any bad confequences 
whatever. 

Woodlands. — There are feveraf Very extenfive 
tracks of woodlands in this diftrid j they confift ei- 
ther of forefts, chaces, or purlieu woods. The moft 
confiderable foreft is that of Rockingham, which is 
fituated in the northern parts of the county, begin- 
ning 
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niag near the Tillage of Wansford, on the great 
north road from London to Edinburgh, extending 
for near 20 miles towards the centre of the county, 
and forming almoft a continued chain of woodland 
country : There are two other extenfiye forefts, vix^ 
Whittlebury and Salcey, lying towards the ibuth 
border of the county ; the chaces are thofe of Ged- 
dington and Tardly ; the former in the neighbour- 
hood of Rockingham foreft, and the later in the vi- 
cinity of Salcey foreft« 

The purlieu woods, are both extenfive and pume- 
rous, particularly towards the lower parts of the 
county, and upon the borders of the foreft of Rock^ 
ingham ; and befides thefc, there are feveral fmall 
tracks of woodlands, very advantageoufly and orna<- 
mentally fituated, in many other parts of the county. 

The whole of what are now confidered to be fo« 
reft woods, are fubjed to the depafturage of the 
dei;;r, and at a ftated time of the year, to the depaf- 
turage alio of the cattle belonging to tho& who refide 
in the adjoining townfhips, and who claim to be pof* 
fefled of a right of commonage ; qcd thefe accounts, 
the profit ari<ting to^ the proprietors of thefe woods, 
from the cutting of the timber, and underwood, is. 
£maU, compared with that arifing from regular well 
managed purlieu woods, which are not fubjed to 
the aiMioyarvce of the deer and cattle. 

The iMfider wood iia the forefts and chaees, princi- 
pally eonfifts of black and white tbom^ alb, fallo^w, 
maple, and a fmall proportion of haxle. They are 
ggenevally cut at from 12 to 18 years growth ; the 
different woods are difiAcd inter as many pai'ts or 
ikies, as the number of years growth a4! which the 
underw<iK>d that is cut may amount to^ fo that a re- 
gular FOtitfion in cutting takes place every year. 

The proprietors, of the underwood m the foreft 
W0<^ds, are empawered by the ancient laws and cu- 
ftoms of the foced, to fence in each part or fale, as 
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foon as.it is cut, tind to keep it in iand^ as it is here 
termed, for 7 years, except againft the deer, which 
are let in at the expiration of 4 years; but the 
cattle belonging to the commoners, are not let in till 
the end of 7 years from the time of cutting ; fo that, 
there are always 7 parts or fales conftantly in band^ 
and in which the cattle of the commoners are not 
permitted at any time to depafture. But from 
the depredations to which the young underwood 
is fubjed, by fo e^rly an invafion of the deer and 
cattle, even at the regular and ftated times be- 
fore mentioned, befides the great damage frequent* 
ly fuftained from inattention to the repairs of the 
fences, during the time it (hould be kept in band ; 
the heavy expences attending the making a new 
fence in the firft inftance, and the continual expence 
incurred in keeping it in repair, during the time it 
jhould Hand, make the profit arifing from the un- 
derwood, very inconfiderable to the proprietor, com- 
pared with any moderate rent that might be exped- 
ed from the land. The foreft underwood, through 
he whole ya/^, or part which is cut, does not in ge- 
neral bring above L. 4 the ftatute acre, though 
fometimes it is fold as high as L. 6 the acre upon an 
average of the whole fale ; but this depends entirely 
on good management in keeping the fences in pro- 
per repair, fo as to prevent the deer and cattle from 
breaking in before the limited periods, as well as in 
fuffering the underwood to iland to a greater age 
than ufuaL 

At the time the underwood is to be cut, it is par- 
celled out into fmall regular fized lots, generally 
confiding of about a ftatute ro6d of ground ; the di- 
vifions of the lots are made by cutting a number of 
fmall paifages or openings called trenches, which inters 
it& each other at regular diftances, and thefe trenches 
are juft cut wide enough to admit of a paflage be- 
tween each lot ; the underwood is valued and fold 
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ftanaing, and tlic purcbafcrs cut it and carry It a- 
way at their own expence. A coniiderable part of 
it is made into hurdles for folding (beep on turnip ; 
the remainder is applied to other purpofes, and ufed 
as firewood, there being no coals in the county, 
but what are brought up the rivers Nen and IVelland. 

A fall of oak timber* is generally made at the 
proper feafon in that part, or fale^ in which the un- 
derwood has been cut ; and this fall confifts of the 
moft unthrifty and unimproving trees, but the quan- 
tity and defcription of timber, muft depend of courfe 
upon the ftate of the wood, as to the ftock of 
timber. 

It is a general cuftom in the foreft- woods, to va« 
lue and fell the trees ftanding. Diftind and fepa- 
rate valuations are generally put upon the timber, 
the top, and the bark refpeJ^ively. And it fome- 
times happens, that thefe three articles are fold to 
three different purchafers ; but it is more ufual to 
fell the tree and the top together, referving the 
bark, which is fold to one purchafer, previous to 
the fall of timber being made. The conditions and 
prices vary in different parts of the country ; they 
run generally, however, at from 7 s. to 9s. in the 
pound of the value of the tree. 

The Prices of Timber in this Diftrift are as follow : 

Oak, from is. 4d. to 2s. 6d.^^r foot. 
A(h, from 10 d. to is. 6d.^^rditto. 
Elm, from pd. to is. 4d.^^r ditto. 
Poplar, from 6d. to is.. per ditto. 

Every 

* 

* There is a very (inall quantity of the oak timber taken out of the foreft woods cod^- 
fmned in the country. It principally confifts of timber of a large fize, and more fit 
for the ufe of the navy than for country purpoles. It is therefore generally bought in large 
bargains, by contradors for the navy, who come into the county regularly every year, 
during the ieafon for felling the oak timber. But if no fpeedy and efiedual means are 
taken for the better management and preiervsujlon of the foreft woods, in order to pro* 
cure a regular fucceflion of oak timber, the navy will, in a ihort time, be deprived of 
this valuable relburce. 
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Every other kind of white wood, fucli a$ beech, 
chefnut, hme, &c. fell at fomething more than the 
price of fire- wood. 

It is a certain truth, and well worthy of the ie- 
rious conflderation of Government, that the depre- 
dations committed in the extenfive foreits and chafes 
in this county, by the deer and cattle, in deftroy- 
ing the young trees at a very early period, prevent 
the poffibility of obtaining any confiderable fuccef- 
fion of oak*timber, as fearce any faplings or. young 
oaks are to be feen, although there are undoubtedly 
a great number of feedlings produced by the falling 
of the acorns ; yet, when the number of deftrudive 
enemies, to which they are expofed in their in- 
fancy, is confidered, it is a wonder how any of th^iqi 
dcape their devouring jaws. 

If the forefis in the other parts of the kingdooi 
are under the fame management, there i& no man 
who wifhea well to his country, but muft be alarmed 
at the profpeft of the deficiency, which^ in procefs 
of time, mufl take place in regard to that valuable 
article, oak-timber, for the fupply of the navy of 
this kingdom. The evil certainly requires a fpecdy 
and efie<^ual remedy to be appUed. What that may 
be, the wifdom of the Legidature can be& detec- 
mine ; but, as particular attention was paid during, 
the furvey on which this report is founded, to the 
ftate of thefe forefts and chaces, compared with thofe 
woods which are private property, it may be proper 
to add, that the difference is obvious to the moft cur- 
fory obferver. in the one, a young thriving oak- 
tree is fcarcely to be feen, whereas, in the other,, 
a regular fucceilion appears in every quarter. The 
miferable ftate of the Royad Forefta does not origi- 
nate fiH>m any want <^f public fpirit in thofe who 
have at prefent the cbaurge of. theni^ but neceffi^rily 
arifes from the errors of an. ancient Cy&/tm, which 
bad in view more the prefcrvation of deer riian- of 
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timber ; and confequently facrificed the preferva- 
tion of the latter, for the purpofe.of fecuring food 
for the former* 

Perhaps the belt plan that could be adopted, 
would be to disforeft all thefe woodlands, under fe- 
vere reftridions however, in regard to certain pro- 
portions of them being continued as forelts for the 
produ6tion of oak timber. Thofe having right to 
the timber and underwood, being alfo bound to give 
a compenfation in land to the commoners, having a 
right of commonage in thefe forefts and chafes, 
and according to the nature and extent of their dif- 
ferent rights. Were fomc fuch plan adopted, cer- 
tain Confiderable portions of thefe forefls and chafes, 
might be devoted folely to the purpofe of growing 
oak-timber, and one perfon only having intereft in 
them, there is no doubt proper attention would be 
paid, in order to bring on a regular fucceffion of 
timber, which could be effected, whilft at the fame 
time, a confiderable improvement might be made in 
the growth and value of the underwood.* 

FARM 

• I am indebted to Mr EfiMONSSof Boughton-houfe, for the following very intereft^ 
ing Obfervations, and for many others fcattered in various parts of the Report. 

Purlieu woods are thofe woods which are fituate immediately in the vicinity of the 
fbreft, and which, at one time, formed a part of it % but the refpedive owners having 
at fome 'former periods, obtained grants and permiilion from the Crown to* disforeft 
them, and to confider them as their own private property, they are not now fubjeA to 
any of the laws and regulations to which foreft-woods are fubjeft. 

MANAGEMENT OF PURLIEU WOODS* 

THE management of what are called purlieu woods in this diftrid, difiers material- 
ly from thofe of the chafe and foreft woods. Thefe woods being entire property, of 
courfe there is no obftacle to prevent the proprietors of them from purfuing the beft 
mode of cultivation and management in their power ; but this advantage has been in 
vfery few inftances taken ; and little improvement towards rendering them movt 
produftive and profitable to the refpeftive owners has been made. The underwood in 
thefe woods principally confifts of hazle, afh, fallow, white and black thorn, and fome 
maple) it is generally cut from xz to 14 years growth, when the feafon for cutting 
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FARM BUILDINGS. 

In this county, as well as in the greater part of 
England, the farmers ftill live crowded tdgetlier in 

villages, 

arrives, which is as foon as the leaves ate completely off. That operation is perform- 
ed under the direftion of the owner of the woods or his agent. iTThe part intended to 
be cut is parcelled out for the convenience of the purchafers .into regnkr fixed lots, eon- 
fiiling of 20 ftatute fquare poles each. The whole of the updctwood growing upon 
each lot is indifcriminately cut, and laid in one direftioa, on the. ground from which it 
is produced ; and in fome inftances care is taken to feleft fuch a(h poIes» as are of a lar- 
ger fiie and proper to be converted to more valuable purpofes, than thofe which are in- 
difcriminately fold with the underwood. So foon as the operation of cutting is com- 
pleted, and the wood parcelled out as above defcribed, a valuation is put upon each lot 
or parcel, according to its quality, and what it may confift of; and the whole is then 
fold to fuch perfons as may be inclined to purchafe the refpeftive lots or parcels, who, 
over and above the price of the underwood, repay the expence of cutting it, wjiich is 
proportioned at fo much per pole upon each lot according to its quantity. Such as the 
prefent mode of management is in thefe woods^ their produce is much more confide- 
rable to the proprietor than foreft or chafe woods ; but it is believed it is by no means 
equal to the produce of well cultivated woods in other parts of the kingdom. The 
average price of underwood, cut from 1 1 to 14 years growtli, is about h.6j>er ftatute 
acre ; but it is fometimes fold (o high as L. 8 per acre. 

The underwood of the purlieu woods, as well as of the other woods in this diftrift, 
(the managemi^nt qf which is exactly: tlie fame as that of the purlieu woods), is prmci- 
pally bought by bakers, who coniiutoe ik as fuel. A confiderable quantity of the fmooth 
wood is manufadured into flieep-hurdks,. which are ufed for temporary ^ncing : but 
in all cafes, a refervatjon is made by the purchafers of the aft and fallow poles which 
are ufed for various ufeful purpofcaiin huibandry. A fall o£ oak timber is ufually made 
in that part or quarter from whence the underwood is cut j the quantity of which, 
of courfe, depends upon the date of the wood, as to a ftock of timber.' 

The oak timber in the purlieu and private woods, on account of there being fo gocd 
a fucceflion, as well as on account of there being a great deal of underwood, feldom ^.c- 
tains to fo large a growth as that found in the foreft and chafe woods ^ it is therefore 
much more fit and convertible for country ufes, and for all parpofes of building and 
hulbandry, and b principally bought by carpentcjcs, jpiners, wheelwrights^ and other 
artificers in the neighbourhood. 

Chafe Woods, — There are two chafes in the county, v/«. Geddiqgton and Yardly.. 
The for^Tier was 0:1c;: a part of Rockingham foreft ; hut permiflion was given by the 
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villages, or townfbips, as was the praftice in the 
moft remote ages, and when the fyftem of open, 

or 

Crown many years fince, to the anceftors of the Montagu family to disforeft it, and 
to convert it into a chafe ; the latter, it 16 prefumed, was once a part of Salcey foreft, 
and has been disforeiled likewife. 

Geddington Chafe, is fuppofed to contain abont 1400 acres, of which 'perhaps laoo 
acres are woodland, the remainder confifb of lawns, plains, ridings and viftas. The 
whole is now the joint property of his Grace the Duke of Baccleugh, and the Right 
Honourable Earl Beaulieu, fubjeft to a commonage at 'a ftated time of the year, v/ss. 
from May-day to about Martinmas, for the adjoining townlhips. Deer are kept in it ^ 
and it is in every refped managed like the foreft woods, as to fencing out the deer and 
commoners cattle from that part which is annually cut. The woodland is divided into 
J 8 parts or feles; in one of which the underwood is cut, and a fall of timber made 
every year. It is afterwards fenced in for 7 years, (vm. 4 years from the deer, and 7 
from the cattle) ; fo that there are always 14 parts out of 18 open to the former, and 
11 parts out of 18 open to the latter, befides the plains, ridings and viftas, a fmall part 
of which only are at any time included within the fence of the parts which are cut. 
Although there is at this time a valuable ftock of oak timber in this chafe, principally 
coniifting of trees of a large fize, and which have been the growth of ages ;. yet per- 
haps this exteniive and valuable track of woodland exhibits at this moment the moft 
ftriking and lamentable inftance of the evil and pernicious confequences that muft ine- 
vitably attend property circumftanced as the foreft and chafe woods are. The depre<> 
dations and ravages committed by the deer and cattle upon the young fprigs and coppices, 
at fo early an age, not only prevent even the fmalleft poffibility of obtaining a regular 
fucceiBon of oak timber, but caufe a daily diminution in the growth of the under- 
wood. The injury fuftained by the deer being admitted into the young fpring wood in 
the firft inftance, is very confiderable ; but that injury is fmall indeed, when compared 
to the defbudtive havock made by the devouring jiiws of a herd of hungry cattle, ad- 
mitted into the young coppice juft as the leaves have begun to appear, and at a 
feafon of the year when- it fome times happens they have juft fiirvived a ftate of fe- 
roine, the confequence of a want of fufficicnt fodder, in a hard and fevere winter. All 
the townfliips ufing a commonage in thefe woods (except one) are in an open field 
ftate, and no attention is paid by the occupiers to the defcription of cattle bred and ' 
reared, which are of the moft inferior kind, and which, in confequence of the inability 
of die occupier of an open field farm to procure a fufticiency of food for their fupporr 
in the winter feafon, are reduced to an extreme ftate of leanhefs and poverty at the 
time they are turned into the woods, when whole herds of them rufti forward like a tor* 
rent, and every thing that is vegetable and within their reach, inevitably falls a facri- 
fice to their voracious and devouring^ appetite. Under thefe circumftances it is not at all 
fiirprifing that contagious maladies are frequently the fatal confequence ; to whieh caufe a 
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M common field hulbandry univerfally prevailed. 
Though thefe crowded fituations might no doubt 

be 

confiderable number of cattle fall viftims ; and the lofs foftained hj the owners not 
only deprives them of any profit or emolument from thofe that are fortunate e- 
nough to furvive the malady, but prevents their deriving any advantage from the com- 
monage that year, and probably for many years to come. Such are the inconvenien* 
ces which mud ever attend property held under a mixture of interefts, fo extremely ini- 
mical to each other as thofe of the conunoner and the proprietor of the timber and un- 
derwood are, in woods of this nature* Can there, at this time, be a fubjeft to which the 
wifdom of the Lcgiflature oughr more fpeedily to be dircded ? The great and alarm-* 
ing decreafe of oak timber in this country is univerfally acknowledged and lament- 
ed by every iridividual ; and it is prefumed there is not a Briton but who muft be fen- 
fible how much that invaluable article tends, at this moment, to the prefervation 
and defence of his country, againft a neighbouring nation, frantic with zeal to pro- 
pagate their diabolical f^ftems throughout the civilized world. Thofe who arc in the 
habit of managing woods, no doubt feel a very fenfible refpeft for fo fine and venerable 
a produdllon of nature as that of an oak tree arrived at its full perfledion, both in fize 
and growth ; it is truly a living monument of the works of the Creator ; and no one 
can diredt the fatal axe to be applied to its root, without refleAing that he is about, in 
a few minutes, to deftroy what whole ages have been employed in producing ; but it 
would, it is conceived, be fome confolation to fuch a perfon, could he difcover in look- 
ing round this venerable trunk, fome companions left to furvive its lois, and who, in a 
young and thriving ilate, might receive additional vigour by the removal of their neigh- 
bour. But this, alas ! in the prefent (late of things, is a confolation that cannot be ob- 
tained ; 'for it muft be next to a miracle indeed, if a young oak fapling efcapes the nu- 
merous enemies to which it is expofed in its infancy. And if the fyftem now pradifed 
in thefe woods, with regard to cutting down all fach timber tree^s as appear mature, 
and in an unthriving flate, is long purfued, the reiult muft be, that in a very few years, 
there will not be a fingle oak tree large enough for the ufe of his Majefty's navy left 
in them. 

It is prefumed, the iame fadb and circumfiances here ftated, will apply to many thou- 
tsind acres of woodland in this county, as well as to many very confiderable trads of 
the fame defcription in the kingdom. Muft it not then be a ferious, important, and 
very lamentable refle^on to the mind of every man who wiflies for the prefervation 
of his country, that the Legiflature do not immediately take fom« active and efiedual 
meafures to avert the impending evil that muft otherwife inevitably take place ? ■ * 
Before thofe advantages that will attend an improved fyftem of management in the 
foreft and chafe woods are enumerated, it will be necefTary to take the liberty of fug- 
gefting the mode by which they may be attained. An inclofure of all the open field 
pariflies having a coounonage in the woods, muft uadoubledly be the firft and princi- 
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bif attended with confiderabk advantages in ancient 
times^and though the fyftem of open field huibandry, 

where 

^1 objeft to be obtained. That inclofore (hodld extend to fuch parts of the forefi and 
chafe woods as are fitaated within thofe pariflie? refp^divelj. The afi of Parliament 
to be obtained for the purpofe, flioold contain proper powers for the commii&oners there- 
in appointed, to atcertain the value of the whole commonage in the woods, and to di-> 
▼ide and proportion the value of that commonage among the feveral townlhips or pa- 
riOies, according to the number of perfons who may be found by thetn in each parifli 
Or townjhipy to be entided to any fliare or proportion of fuch commonage, and accord- 

' ing to their refpedive rights and interefis. The commiflioners ihould alfo be empow- 
ered to iiet oat fo much land, "being part of the eftate which the proprietor of the woods 

. may be poffefled of in each parifli or townOiip, to ty^rj commoner, as they may judge 
equal in value to the proportion of the conimonage to whiqh fuch^ commoner may be 
entitled, and which they may judge to be a full and adequate compenfation to fuch 
commoner, for his right and intereft in the foreft or chafe woods. The .land fo to be given 
in compenlatioH to each commoner, as aforefaid, to be added to the allotment of land 
which each commoner may be entitled to, in right of his eftate and intereft in the open 
fields and commons, which allotment ftiould be laid as contiguous to the dwel- 

' Kng-hottfe or homeftead of the commoner as pollible. It is prefamed this mode might 
be adopted in all cafiss, where the proprietor of the woods is pofTelTed of an eftate and 
property in the open fields and commons, or of any old inclofed lands belonging to the 
parifli or townfliip in which the woods may be fituated, to enable the commiflioners t% 
bt out a fufficient part of fnch property as they may judge equal in value to the whole 
of the commonage of fuch parifli or townfliip ; but inftances may occur where the pro- 
prietor of the woods may not be pofiefled of either of thofe advantages ; in that cafe, a 
fufficient quantity of the woodland might be grubbed up and cleared, and confidered as 
part of the land intended to be inclofed, and might be valued and allotted by the com* 
xniiBoners accordingly. 

' The prefect ftate in which the foreft woods are held, it is feared, will neveithelefs^ in a 
great many inftances, make it impoffible for the fyftem above prefcribed to be generally 
• adopted ; the remaining intereft ftill referved to the Crown, witli refped to the deer and 
other tnatters in thefe woods, will prevent the proprietor of them from being able to 
accede to any meafures that may be fuggefted for their advantage and improvement^ 
antil feme previous arrangement takes place. It is hoped the commiflioners of the 
Iaiid-revenue« who, it is underftood, have now thefe matters under confideration, will 
devife fome means by which fo formidable an impediment as a mixture of interefts 
muft inevitabty be to the improvement and advantage of landed property, may be 
done away, and by which the refpedi ve owners' and proprietors of the foreft woods may 
be enabled to pnrfoe the beft pofiible fyftem of management in the cultivation of then.. 
The advahtagti k'efulting from fuch meafures being adopted, as have been iuggefted, 
in regard to the foreft and chafe woo^, would not only be Very fcnfibly fek by the indiyi» 

X* du.^ 
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where. pr^fed» [^Itclttdes the poiBbtlitj? of plactog' 
the &rm-hoafes in centrical iituations ; yet it ap- 
pears furptifing that the huildings belonging to thq 
farms in a ftate of inclo£ure, ihoukl ftill remain at 
fqcb s diftance from the farioas ; there being but 
very few inftanees where the hoi/fes are properly 
fituated in the centre of the farms. Theinconve^ 
niences which the« farmers mofl; labour under 
in confequence of refiding at fi> great a diftance 
from their farms ; and the lofs of time and confe* 
quent extra-expeoce, of bringing the produce from 
the extremity of the farm to their home yard^ (as 
it. is here called), and of carrying the manure to 
the diftant fields, are fo ob?iou8, as tc» requii^ no ex- 
planation. 

The farm buildings are in general as badly con* 
(trudedt as they are improperly placed. It being only 
on fuch &rms where the houfes have been recently 
built, and under the diredion of th<f landlord'a 

fteward, 

duals imme^ately intercfied, but would be fo extenfive as materially to affiefi die nation at 
hrgt^^^FirJlf In refpefi to the individuals interefted. Upon the deer and cattle beiog 
totally exdttded from the woo^ no interior fences would be required, and the proprietor 
would be at liberty to cootimie fuoh parts of his property as he might thiok fit, in a wood* 
land flate, and would be enabled to introduce iuch a fyfiem of management in the cul* 
tivation of thoie parts tontmued in wood, by means of which their produi^e mij^t be 
rery confiderably incieafed* The remainder of the parts not continued in wood, might 
be cleared and grubbed up, and converted to Come nfisful purpolies of agriculture. The 
commoner, iafiead of d^ending upon the precarious and uncertain advantage arifiag 
from turning his ftockimo the woods, would become the pofleflbr of aportion of land, the 
produce of which, when properly cultivated, would be a certain and vahiaUe refimroe in 
contributing towards the maintenance of himfidf and his fiunily. SicoMd/f^ In regard to the 
national advantage. Upon the tndofiire. of the fields and commons, an improved fyfiem 
of management in die cultivation.of the arable lands would take place, by which means 
an incteafed qnanrity of com and grain would be brought to market. The pafflure land 
might be very much improved by the aid of melioi^^ting crops and artificial grafles, which 
wodld be the meam of producmg an improved breed of cattle and iheep. And, ia/lfy^ 
Property, in however imaU portions it might be divided, would become entire, and ttet 
from thofe inconveniences diat muft ever attend it when held and enjoyed by a mi^iire 
ef intere&s fo extremely inimical to eachother* 
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fteward^ where any attention has been paid either te 
regularity or convenience. 

It is the prgAice for the proprietor^ to familh 
materials, (except ftraw for thatch)^ and the tenant 
to be at all the expence of other repairs. And 
therefore, confidering the uncertainty of the te-* 
nure on which he holds them« it is no wonder that 
he fliould allow the houfes to fall into a rainoos 
condition. Upon the whole, it is certain (fast the 
fann-houfes in this diftrid, are not kept in that 
tenantable ftate of repair, which is for the mutual 
intereft of the landlord and tenant. 

The. fimn-houfes aw built either of ftoae or bride, 
and covered wiA flfite or ftraw. The bams, which 
are very large in proportion to the farm* owing to 
the praQice which here- prevails of houGng as much 
of the crop iu poffible, are either built wholly gf 
ftone, and clay ufed as cement ; or partly of ftone. 
wall, on which a houfe framed of wood (generally 
oak) is ereded, and plaftered over the fides with 
clay. They are commonly thatched with ftraw. 
The byres, ftables, ifc. are generally built of ftone, 
and covered in the fame manner, and with the fame 
materials as the bams. 



IMPLEMENTS of HUSBANDRT« 

The wagg(ms, cssrts, rollers; and other implements 
of huibandry^ are fo fimilar to thofe in u& in the 
neighbouring counties, and which have been fully 
defcrijbed in Come of thefe report!, particularly ill 
that of Leioefter, that it is deemed unneceflary to filt 
up this report, with what would have fo much the 
appearance of re^tition. 

The 
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The principal implement, the plough, is a clum« 
fey piece of work, with a long maHy beam, and an 
ill formed timber mould-board, better adapted as % 
machine for 4 or 5 horfes to pull along, than for 
the purpofe of turning over a neat clean furrow. 
And it cannot admit of a doubt, but that with a 
well conftruAed light plough, with a caft iron 
mould-board, (fuch as are common in many parts 
of England and Scotland), a man with two horfes 
a-breaft, and without a driver, would do as much 
work, and to better purpofe, than is here done by a 
man and a boy, with 3, 4 or 5 horfes ; indeed by 
the j^ra^ice of the county, this is clearly admitted, 
as a double furrow plough, of^ a'fimilar conftrucf- 
tion with the cither, is pretty generally ufed, and 
which does double work with the fame number of 
fcdrfes. ' * ' 



LABOURERS, and thb prick of LABOUR. 

As there are no large manufaduring towns fitu- 
ated in this diftrid, the variations in the price of la- 
bour are not confiderable ; and it is, upon the whole, 
more moderate than could well be eipedted. 

The wages of a ploughman by the year, are from 
L. 8 to J^^ IP, with board and wi((binjg« 

A joung man or boy, from L. 4 to L. 5, . 
'■ A feomfe Xef vant, about L. 4, 10 s» ^ 
- A hibourer in fummer, receives is. 4 d« without 
^>board, and in iv inter is.;. 
^ In hayfharvefti a man eamstfrom 9 s. to 10 t.per 
fw^ek, and a woioMn 4s. without board; though 
^tch is allowed a certain quantity of been 

In corn-harveft, a man hired by the month, re- 
ceives about L. 2, i o s. befldes board ; a woman is 
paid at the rate of i s. the day without board. 

Wheat 
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Wheat is threfhed at 2 8. 6d. oats, is.4d. bar* 
ky, I s. 9 d. and beans, i s. 3 d. per quartan. 

A carpenter by the day, has 2 s. 4d. in fummer, 
and 2 s. in winter. 

A mafon 2 s. 4d. without board. 

A blackfmith charges 5 d. for a horfe-ihoe. 

Wrought iron, fuch as is ufed in mounting ploughs 
or carts, cofts 47 d. the pound* 

Inclofing land, which is here always done with 
ditch and hedge, cofts 1 s. 6 d. the running yard, 
and includes the price of the quicks, cafting the 
ditches, a double row of poft and rail, and keeping 
the hedges clean, and the fences in repair for 5 
years. 

Labour commences in fummer at 6 o'clock in the 
morning, and ceafes at the fame hour in the even* 
ing ; during hay and corn harveft, labour begins at 
5 o'clock in the morning, and ceafes about 7 o'clock 
in the evening ; and in winter, the operations of 
hufbandry go on from day-light to dark. 

A man and a boy with 3 or 4 horfes, and a one 
furrow plough, will plow one acre in the day. 
This is done in what is here called one journey : 
In fummer they are at work by 6 o'clock in the 
morning, and go between 7 and 8 hours without in- 
terval.; after which the men are principally em- 
ployed during die . remainder of the day in pro- 
viding food for the horfes. 

The maintenance of the feryants. is here a very 
expenfive article to the farn^er. The breakfaftcon- 
fifts of cold meat, with . cheefe, bread and beer. 
For dinner, roaft or .boiled, meat with pudding, 
and for fupper the fame as at breakfaft ; and be- 
fides ale, allowed on extraordinary occafionsi^ they 
have fmall beer at command at all hours. The 
luxury in which this clafs of people live, accounts 
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in a great tneafure for the neccffity of levying fuch 
immenfe fums annually for the fupport o£ the poor 
in England. While it is perfedlly certain, that a 
perfon living in Northumberland, or North Britain, 
on ordinary fare, will do fully as much work^ and ta 
as much purpofe, as a Northamptonfhire plough- 
man, who is maintained at a much greater ex- 
pence. 



POOR.RATES. 

The poor-rates vary greatly in this diftrid ; in 
the country villages they run from 2 s. to 5 s, in th€ 
pound of real rent, paid by the tenant to his land- 
lord, and in the towns much higher, particularly at 
Kettering, where, owing to the late decline in the 
woollen manufacture, they are advanced fo high as^ 
12 s, in the pound. 

It might juftly be deemed prefumption in the 
writer of this Report, were he to enter fully into the 
difcuffion of a fubje6); fo complicated as that of poor- 
rates } in the inveftigation of which, fo many 
able pens have been employed. He cannot how-^ 
ever avoid remarking, that the evil appears to be 
getting to fuch a height, as will render it foon ne- 
ceflTai^y to adopt fome meafures more effeilual than 
any that have hitherto been attempted, in order to 
keep this heavy tax within any reafonable bounds. 
And what is of ftill more importance, to curb that 
fpirit of licentioufnefs, which fo generally reigns 
within the walls of a pari(h work-houfe, from 
whence fhame and honeft pride feem to be for ever 
baniflned. 

MARKETS 
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MARKETS and FAIRS. 

Befides the weekly markets which are lield in all 
the principal towns, for the fale of butcher-meat, 
and other articles of provifions, there are feveral 
ftated annual fairs for the fale of cattle, horfes and. 
fheep. 



The price of proTifions arc as follow : 

Beef and mutcon, ^id.per lb 
Lamb, 5 d. to 6 d. per do* 
Veal, 4 d. do. do* 
Pork, 4t d. do. do. 
Butter, 8 d. to 19 d« do. 
Cheefe, 4 d. to 5 d. do. 
Bread, lid. do. 



A goofe, 3 9. 

A turkey, 3 s. 6 d. 

A duck, I s. 

A hen, i s. 3 d. 

A chicken, 6d. 

Eggs, 6 d. fer Icore. 



The quantity of wheat and flout annually cx^ 
ported from this county is very great ; but it 
was not poflxble, by suiy means^. to afcertain the 
amount, as the greatelt proportion is tranfported by 
land-carriage. The wheat i& fold by the farmers 
to the millers in theic neighbourhood^ who convert 
it into flour, and difpole of it in the neighbouring 
counties of Leicefter, Nottingham, and Warwick, 
and great quantities are annually fent down the 
Nen to Wiibech. A great proportion of the bar- 
ley crop is made into malt^ and confumed in the 
county. The oats, and a great part of the beans, 
are confiimed by the horfes.; a imall quantity of 
beans are, however, annually exported to Wifbech. 
and other places. 

Having been favoured with an account of the 
prices at which the bufliel of wheat, barley, oats, 
and beana was fold on a particular farm in this di- 
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1 

ftriA for the laft fix years, it is here fubjoined, and 
may be depended upon as correal. 

AVERAGE price, per Bufiiel of Wheat, Barley, 
Oats, and Beans, from the year 1787 to 1792 in- . 
clufive. 



Geoe-* 
ral ave- 
rage. 





1787. 
s. d. 

i 'A 

2 Oi 

3 7i 


1788. 

«. d. 

5 8i 

2 6i 
I loi 

3 8i 


1789. 

8. d. 

6 4i 

2 7t 

3 6 


1790. 

s. d. 

6 6i 

3 3 

2 4 

3 " 


1791. 

r'd? 

6 3* 

3 If 

2 5t 

3 iot 


1792. 

s. d. 

3 4f 

2 6i 

4 It 


Wheat, 
Barley, 
Oats, 
Beans, 



6 oi 
2 It 

2 2 

3 9 



ROADS and BRIDGES. 

There are few diftridU which can boaft of a 
greater number of handfome, well built ftone* 
bridges ; every brook and rivulet is made paflable 
by means of a ftone arch ; and the bridged on the 
larger rivers do credit to the public fpirit of the 
inhabitants. 

It is to be regretted, that as much cannot be faid 
in refped to the roads. Thefe, it muft be acknow- 
ledged, difplay no great ingenuity cither in the en- 
gineer who planned, or in the undertakers ot over- 
feers who executed the work. The great roads 
leading through the county are all turnpike, and 
are fupported, partly by the money coUedted at the 
different toll-bars, and partly by the ftatute-labour 
impofed by aft of Parliament. Each tenant who 
occupies a farm of L. 50 of rent being bound to 
perform 3 days labour of a cart with 3 horfes, and 
^ men yearly, on the turnpike-roads within the pa- 
rifti, and the fame on the private or parochial 
roads ; and where there are no turnpike-roads with- 
in 
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ift the pariAi, the whole 6 days labour is applied to 
the repairs of tiie parifh-roads. 

From this account it might be fuppofed, that the 
roads in this diftrid would be kept in a proper itatd 
of repair ; but the contrary is the cafe, particular- 
ly in regard to the private or pari(h roads, which 
kre in many places in a very ruinous fituation, ajid^ 
in general, fo narrow as to admit of only one track. 
It is true indeed, that the country is but indifferent- 
ly fuppliec^ with metal proper for road-making, the 
ftone being very foft, and apt to grind into powder ; 
—but it is equally true, that, in place of breaking 
the ftone properly, and laying it on carefully to a 
proper depth, it is generally laid on the roads in 
the fame ftate in which it is raifed out of the quar- 
ry ; and in place of being broke with hammers, that 
operation is only performed in the courfe of time 
by the cart-wheels. 

In place of employing contractors trfao do not re- 
fide in the neighbourhood, and who, for the moft 
part, execute the work in a very flovenly manner, 
it would be for the intereft of all concerned, to 
farm both the public and parochial roads to adive 
and intelligent farmers in the neighbourhood, who 
would be induced by a fpirit of emulation, and a 
regard for charader, to perform the work properly* 
Till fome fuch plan as this is adopted, there is little 
chance that the roads in this diftrid will be put in 
a proper ftate or repair. 



LIVE STOCK. 

On the firft view, it will appear furprifing, that^ 
in this diftrid, where fo great a proportion of the 
i^nds are in a ftate of pafturage, little or no atten- 
tion has been paid, till of late, to the improvement 
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of the diflferent . kinds of ftock; yet, when re* 
ference is made to the manner in which the farms 
are occupied, as before mentioned ; and when the 
vicinity of the great London market is coniidered, 
it will not be thought extraordinary. Of late years, 
indeed, the improvement of the breed of fheep has 
become an objed of the firil importance with many 
of the moft refpedable and intelligent farmers. 

Slack Cattle. There are very few of this fpecies 
of ftock reared in this county, a few in the open 
field lordfhips excepted ; and thefe are fo crofled 
and mixed with the breeds of other counties, 
which arc often improperly chofen, and are fo ftint- 
ed in their food, as to render them comparatively of 
little value. 

In the few inftances where attention is paid to 
the breed of cattle on the inclofed farms, the long 
horned are the kind generally preferred, and are far 
fuperior to the original breed of the county, both in 
fize and ihape, as well as in the other advantages 
which ought to be attended to by every farmer who 
occupies a breeding- farm, namely, their extraordina- 
ry difpoOtion to fatten, and to ky the grcateft quan- 
tity of flefli and fat on the rump, loins, and other 
parts of the body, which always fell higheft at 
market. 

The dairy farmers in the foutli-weft part of the 
county, however, prefer the fhort horned Torkfliirc 
cows, from which county they are principally fup- 
plied. And, as they never rear any calves, they 
fell them when a few days old, to a fet of men who 
make a trade of carrying them to the markets of 
Buckingham, and other places, where they are pur- 
chaied by dairy farmers firom Eflex, to be fattened 
for veal &ii the London market "i^. 

It 
* Coniidering the difiance which thefe calves are carried, from this ^aantj to Eflev, 
being from 70 to 80 miles, it may be proper to give ibme account of the extraordinary 
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It is proper in a report of this kind, to mention 
the names of tbofe gentlemen, and farmers, who 
have been moil inftrumental in introducing better 
modes of hufbandry, and improvements in the breed 
of ftock ; and though little has hitherto been done, 
comparatively fpeaking, in introducing a better 
breed of. neat cattle, into this county, yet, Mr 
Pearce of Chapel Brampton, and Mr Robinfon, 
at Wellingborough lodge, deierve to be mentioned, 
as having been at conliderable expence and trouble 
in this reiped. 

Mr Pearce bought a bull calf of the late Mr 
Fowles of Rollright, in the year 1790, at one hun- 
dred guineas ; and having fold part of his ftock in 
the year 1793, was abundantly compenfated for 
this outlay of money, from the very high prices 
which he received for what he difpofed of; as a 
proof of which, it may 1)e mentioned, that he fold 
a buU-calf of this breed, only ten days old, at 40 
guineas ; and, that a bull and four cows were fold 
for L. 331 15:6. 

i/br/Jr/.— There were very few work horfes bred 
in this county formerly, though, of late years, con- 
fiderable pains have been beftowed in improving 
the breed of this ufeful animal; and from the in- 
creafed demand, and the confequent high price, 
the attention of the induftrious farmer, will, na 
doubt, be more generally turned to this important 
objed. The horfes ufed in the operations of huf- 

bandry,, 

cnaoner in which they are tranfpocted. Sometimes 10, 15, or ao, are put into a cart 
beiog laid on their hacks on flraw, and their feet tied. They are maintained frequentl 
Jy for 8 or 10 days together on nothing but wheat-ilour and gin, mixed together, which 
are here called gin-balb. Ia^t1$|^|^fi|i(Br, moft of the calves bred on the other farms 
in the county are difpofed of; fiich a number only being reared as are neceffary fos 
keeping up the ordinary dock of milk-cows.! 



Digitized by 



Google 



< 5» ) 

bandry, are for the moftpart purchafed in thecoUtt* 
ties of Derby, Lincoln, and York ; they are bought 
in at two or three years old. The objeS of the 
Northampton-fliire farmer being to purchafe horfes^ 
which are likely to anfwer either for the coach, ihc 
army, or large waggons, he keeps them two, and' 
fometimes three years,, and generally difpofes of 
them at a ptofit of from L. 7 to L. lo. A horfe pro* 
per for the coach, fells for about L. 40 at five or 
fix years old ; a hqrfe of the fame age for the army, 
at about L. 25 ; and a dray or waggon horfe, at a^- 
bout L. 30. r- 

Some years ago, it was the pradice here, to rear 
blood horfes ; but experience has proved, that thefe 
animals, however valuable they may ftill be in the 
eftimation of the gentlemen, are unprofitable to the 
j^armers, becaufe the leaft blemiih renders them al- 
together unfaleable ; and if they fhould not meet 
with any accident^ they muft remain fo many years 
on the farm, before they can be fent to market with 
advantage, as to render the profit precarious, and 
trifling. Such horfes as are now bred are fit to go 
into the team at two years old, and after two or 
thcee years fervice on the farm, they are generally . 
fold for one or other of the purpofes above, men- 
tioned. It is worthy of remark, that a few days a- 
go a horfe of the laft defcription, with only one eyef 
was fold for forty guineas, while it is well known 
that a bloed horfe, with fuch a blemifb, would 
fcarcely have been worth notice. 

Som^ of Mr Bakewell's bell horfes have covered 
in this county fome years, though at a very heavy 
expence to the individuals who fubfcribed for pro* 
curing them. There is nothing, perhaps, that 
would tend more to the general improvement of thi 
fpecies of ftock in the county, than if a number of 
the proprietors were to purchafe fotne of the beft 
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taillions that could be found in the neighbouring 
diftri&s, fo that the tenants might be accommo- 
dated without any great expefice or trouble. It was 
by this means that the breeding of blood horfes came 
into fuch general pradice here. And therefore, if 
the proprietors were to adopt this plan, it would in- 
duce their tenants to turn their attention to the 
breeding of fuch horfes as are tifeful in the opera- 
tions of huibandry, as well as for various other pur- 
pofes ; for which the county is peculiariy well fi^ 
tuated, the diftance from London being fd great as 
to prevent the farmer from experiencing a rife of 
rent, or an additional charge for labour on that ac- 
count } while he is, on the other hand, within the 
reach of the beft market which this or any other 
kingdom can afford for the fale of draught horfes. 

5&^^^.T— There are here three different breeds of 
flieep, which may be clafled as follows, viz. The 
original breed of the county, the old improved, and 
the late imjproved, or new Leicefter breed. About 
50 or 60 years ago, when this^ diftridl was in gene- 
ral in the open field ftate, no attention was paid to 
the improvement of the breed of Iheep. The points 
which marked a good fheep, in the opinion of the 
people of thofef days, were, the wool thick fet on the 
back, an open rump, loin wide, legs open, and 
bones clean from wool, oppofed to what is now call<» 
edjjrum or coarfinefs. They were generally fent to 
market from xf to 4 years old,* and weighed on an 
average about 18 lb. the quarter. This breed, how- 
ever, are now "very rare, being confined to thofe 
parts of the county where commons abound* 

About 25 years ago an improvement was at- 
tempted, by croffing the ancient breed with lups 
from Warwickfhire and Lincolnfiiire, the breed of 
Warwicklhire being noted for great bone or fize, 
and that of Lincolnfiiire for the quantity of woid. 
.0 .: With 
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With the fuccefs of this experioieitt the fiurmm 
feemed perfedly fatiafi^, as a general opinion pre- 
▼ailed that the animal would feed in exad propor- 
tion to the fixe of bone, and that an additional quan- 
tity of wool might be produced, withootany detri- 
ment to the carcais. This practice, therefore, went 
on for many years. The new breed improved great- 
ly in fize, and the farmers gave themfelves no trou- 
ble to afcertain whether the increafe in fize and 
weight could be accounted really beneficial or not. 
And fo fixed and rivetted were they* in tbe opinion 
of the good <;hoice they had mad^ that it was not 
without much difficulty they could be perfuaded of 
the poffibility of introducing any additional im«- 
provement. This, however, has of late years been 
effe^edy and the new X^eicefttr or Diihley breed 
(which form a complete contrail to the former) are 
pretty generally introduced^ owing principally to 
the following circumftande: Mr Bakewell^ whofie 
name ftands unrivalled in this line, about the year 
1788, inftitutcd a ibciety^ confifting of himfelf and 
15 or 16 other refpedtable fiurmers in Letcefterfhire 
and the neighbouring counties *". Thirfbciiety had 
for its obje<a the improvement of the different breeds 
of ftock, particularly of fliecpk And by ahnoft every 
account, they feem to have fiicceeded beyond^ tfaeiv 
moft fanguine expedations. 

To follow them through all the eiiperimenis which 
they have individually made, or to detail the preofi 
which they ate ready to produce^ in regard to the 
difierence of bone, ofiall, wool^ &c. in order tod£l 
certain the advamages which the new Leicrfterflnrc 
bleed poflfeflcs over every other, would be an eiid- 

lefs 

* Ofthb number, the foUowing membeis refide la this 
soOnty : 
• Meflrs J. and S. Robinfons, Weffingbw-ough ; Mr John 
Tomlins, Rockiogham Pirk ; Mrjfohn Benncfe Watford; 
WiA Mr Joha Manning, Arflijjwarth. 
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lefs ta(k» And though thefe experiments feem te 
have been fairly and candidly made, yet, as non<t 
have been attempted, in order to prove the fuperio* 
rity of any other breed over this, it appears a matter 
of more general importance, to ftate fully in what 
refpe£b this breed is faid by thofe more immediately 
interefted, to excel all others ; and then leave it to 
the impartial public to determine whether they have 
fucceeded, and to what extent. 

ift^ If is faid, that this breed will, on a given quan* 
tity and quality of food, produce a greater profit to 
the former than that of any other. 

2^/, That they are extremely handfome or Well 
made, and therefore more difpofed to fatten. 

3^/, That they carry more flefh and fat on the 
fame weight or fixe of bone. 

4/6, That they will thrive on fuch pafture as o» 
ther flocks would fall oflf upon. 

5^6, That an acre of land will maintain or fatten 
a greater number of them than of any other breed 
which bear the fame proportion in fixe of carcafs. 

6tb9 That though the quantity of wool is about 
one fifth lefs than that of the old Northampton- (hire 
breed, yet the value by the pound is about one tenth 
more ; and that, for the reafon laft mentioned, botb 
the quantity and quality of the wool, if the return 
is calculated by the acre^ muft be in favour of this 
breed* 

jtbf That this breed are ready for market in A* 
prU or May, whereas the others cannot be offered 
for fale bbfore September or Odober; and that, 
therefore, not only a greater number can be kept on. 
an acre, as above mentioned, but a fummer's graft 
is faved in the one cafe^ which is ufcd in the other. 

8rA, That the mutton of this breed, in confe- 

quence of thcclofenefs of its texture, wiR keep fc'- 

veral hotirs longer in warm weaiher than that of any 

other of the fame fize. 

Thefe 
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The& are the moft valuable properties which this 
l>reed of. (heap is faid to poifefs aver all others; 
and if thej really do poiSbfs them, it is not to be 
woiy£r«d at that their fuperiority fhould be fo ftre- 
nuouily maintained. - ^ 

On the other, hand,. it is ^ITerted by .many, that 
all th§ boafted fuperioi^ity confifts fnore in tbe high 
prices at which the members of the fociety d^fpofe 
of their tups, than in any. real improvement in the 
Ihape or codftitution of the animal ; ^nd therefore 
they, affirm, that this fuperiority muft iA\ to the 
ground, as the breed comes to be more generally 
introduced. 

It is perfeii^ clear, that high prices given for anj? 
fpec^s of brf^eding ftock, certainly does not, in -every 
in/ianc€^ prove the intrinfic value or fuperiority of 
the breed ; and theiijefore, if the new Leicefter breed 
of (beep have nothing elfe to recommend them, they^ 
will pot, long keep up to their prefent chara&er ; 
but Jthoie who feem anxious to^ depreciate this breeds 
ought to come forward with fomething more likeljf 
to caf ry .convidipn to the mind, than bare unfup- 
ported aflertipnsy which they cannot exped will 
meet with ipuch credit. 

The particulars above ftated, in whtbh this .breed 
are faid to excel all others, (and which have been ki* 
ferted here, in ojder to bring the qiieftion fairly to 
iflue), may be proved true oxfalfe, by every intel- 
ligent farmer ia the neighbourhood ; but as no at- 
tempt of thi^ kind has hitherto been made, it is but 
feir at prefent to fuppofe that the fuperiority really 
remains unquefUonable. The writer of this, Report 
pretends to no particular knowledge in regard to 
the diffisrent breeds, of (heep^. and is. one of thole . 
who would be ready to fuppofe .^at the fize alone 
is what ftamps additional value on eithera Iheep oi; 
g bullock} aody therefore^ what is herp ftated» i^ 
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the fubftance of what he learned in the courfe of his 
furvey, rather than his own private fentiments. It 
28, however, the general opinion over the kingdom 
at large, whether it be well or ill fouaded^ that the 
new Leicefter breed of flieep is fuperior to every 
other. Though it is not intended to ftate that they 
have attained the higheft poffible degree of perfec- 
tion to which it is pradicable to bring the fpecies, it 
is prefumed that even Mr Bakewell hiinfelf, deeply 
interefted as he is, will not maintain this point ; and 
therefore, in place of with-holding that d^^ree of 
praife to which this fociety feems fo juftly entitled, 
it would be fortunate for the community at large, 
if foroe men, equally knowing and attentive, would 
endeavour to prove the poffibility of improving the 
breed to a Hill higher degree of perfedtion ; in the 
profecution of which attempt, every well wifher to 
his country will be anxious for their fuccefs« It 
may be added, that one great objedlion to the new 
Leicefter breed of Iheep, is tbeir dijpojition to fatten 
to an extraordinary degree^ and that they are not fa 
delicate eating as thofe (heep which require longer 
time to be ready for the market. It is believed, 
that the warmeft advocates for this breed of £heep^ 
will not hefitate to allow their difpo6tion to fatten, 
though they may diipute the other point, which de« 
pends in a great degree on the tafte of the confu- 
mer ; but if it is certain, that a quarter of this mut- 
ton, weighing upwards of 30 lb. will only have 2 lb, 
weight of bone, while a quarter of lA^ old improved 
Nortbampton/bire breeds of the fame weight, will 
have about 5 lb. the improvement of the breed is at 
once determined, ib far as the opinion of the great 
body of the confumers can go ; as a mechanic, or 
labourer, who has a large bxoWj to fupport, by his 
earnings, if feniible of the fad, will be ready to a- 
gree, with the new Leicefter fociety, that an im- 
provement has really been effeded, at Icaft to the 
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extent of the ralue of 3 lb. of meat, in a quarter of 
muttony compared with that of an equal weight of 
Ifene. It has been calculated, that every inhabitant in 
the kingdom eat^ a fhe^p in the year. The calculatioo 
di>es tiot' feem to be extravagant, and therefore the 
great queftion in a national point of view, whether 
the breeds of thefe animals are improved, or reduced, 
to the value of is. the head, appear* of very great im- 
pottarice,* and ho doul^t merits every degree of at-r 
tention which the Board of Agriculture can beftow, 
the difference either way being nearly equal to 
L. 400,000 a-y.ear. The manner in which this fpe- 
cies of (lock is managed, and the prices, and con^ 
ditions on which the tups are hired out, are fo parti- 
cularly mentioned in other reports of this nature, that 
it is judfi;ed proper to avoid a minute detail here, as 
not tending in any degree to promote the objeA in 
view, 

OBSTACLES to IMPROVEMENT. 

The obftacles to improvement may be clafled un- 
der the following heads : 

The continuance of open field lands ; 
Tithes payable in kind ; and. 
The want ofjeafes. 

Open Field Lands. — -The management of the open 
field farms is governed by the eftabliftied cuftoms 
which have prevailed in the parifli for ages. An 
open field parifli may be clafled into three divifions, / 
tiz. tillage, meadow, and paflurage. 

The tillage lands are cropped in the manner be- 
fore mentioned, and the feveral occupiers muft con- 
form to the ancient mode of cultivation of each di- 
vifion or field in which their lands are refpedively 
fituated ; from which it will appear, that one obfti- 
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nate tenant (and fortunate muft that parifli be ac- 
counted, where only one tenant of that defcription 
is to be found) has it in his power to prevent the 
introdudlion of any impiovement, however bene- 
ficial it may appear to the other inhabitant- of the 
parifli. The tillage lands are divided into fmall lots, 
of two or three old fafliioned, broad, crooked ridges, 
(gathered very high towards the middle, or crown, 
being the only nieans of drainage that the manner 
in which the lands are occupied will admit of), and 
confequcntly the farmer poffefling loo acres, muft 
travcrfe the whole extent of the parifli, however 
large, in order to cultivate this fmall portion. The 
great addiftional expence of cultivating lands, fo fi- 
tutted, muft be obvious to every farmer of common 
underftanding ; while the never-ending rptation of 
corn-crops, to which the lands are fubjedled, muft 
render them incapable of producing any tolerable 
returns. 

The meadows are kept in a ftate of common pa- 
fturage from the time the hay is carried off till La- 
dy-day, by which means the crops of, hay are very 
indifferent, compared with thofe produced on in- 
clofed lands properly managed. 

The leys are generally divided into three fields ; 
one is allotted for the pafturage of the flieep, an- 
other for the cows, and, on the third, the fliameful 
praiftice of tethering the horfes is ftill continued. 
And by every information that could be procured, it 
appears that the ftock is not kept with a view to any 
profit that can poflibly arife from the fales, but 
merely as the means of cultivating and manuring 
the foil. Indeed, long experience has evinced, 
that no fpecies of ftock kept in thefe open fields, 
can be carried to market on .terms nearly fo ad- 
vantageous, as the fame articles reared by thofe 
farmers who occupy, inclofed lands ;. nor is it to be 
fuppofed, confidering the manner in which the ftock 
is treated, that the owners will pay much attention 
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to the improvement of the different breeds. While 
the numerous inconveniencies attending the occupa- 
tion of land, fo difperfed and intermixed, as open 
field lands always are, will remain for ever a bar 
to the introdudion of any improved fyftem of huf- 
bandry ; the greateft, indeed the only objedion 
againft inclofing is, the depopulation of the parifli, 
which, it is faid, generally takes place in coniequence 
thereof : While it may be admitted, that the in« 
habitants of a parifti muft undergo a very material 
alteration in their fituations, in confequence of its 
being inclofed ; yet it does not follow of courfe, 
that depopulation muft be the confequence; as, 
though fevieral of thofe who occupy fmall farms, 
muft neceffarily be removed, in order to enable the 
proprietors to clafs the lands into farms of a pro- 
per fize ; yet it is equally clear, that a new fet of 
people muft be introduced, fuch as hedgers, ditch- 
ers, road-makers, and labourers of every defcription ; 
and therefore, this may rather be called a fhifting 
of population from one village to another, than an 
expulfion from one particular parilh : And were it 
clear, that depopulation was the confequence of in- 
cloGng a parilh, that depopulation does not arife 
from the inclofing, but from the total alteration of iy- 
ftem which commonly takes place in the management 
of the lands. For if, in place of laying down the 
lands in gra&, which but too generally happens on 
thefe occafions, they were cultivated in an al- 
ternate courfe of corn and grafs hufbandry, the 
number of hands necellary for the cultivation, and 
carrying on the various improvements, which would 
in fuch a cafe be immediately introduced, would 
be at leaft equal to the number of inhabitants in 
the open field ftate« 

The average rent of an acre of open field land in 
this diftriA, including the value of the tithes, which 
may be reckoned at 3 s. 6 d. per acre, may amount 
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4o II 8. 6 d. while the average rent of an acre of the 
inclofed lands, which are generally exempted from 
tithes, may be accounted at 20 s, which makqs the 
difTerence of 8 s. 6 d. per acre ; and as there are 89 
parilhes in this county, in the open field ftate, which 
may contain nearly 150,000 acres, the rent which 
the proprietors of thefe pariOiea lofe by keeping them 
in an open field ftate, may be eftimated at upwards of 
L. 60,000 a*year ; while at the fame time the intro- 
duction of improTementa are precl|;ided, and confe- 
quently an increafe of rent on rational principles. It 
may, however, be proper to add, that hufnanity, as 
well as ftricl propriety, ihould induce thofe who a<ft 
as commilfioners under. an incloQng bill, to give a 
compenfation in land in every cafe where pof- 
fible, to thofe having a right of commonage in the 
parifli, in place of a confideration in money, by 
which nieans thofe people, in place of being obliged 
to remove, would be induced to build fmall cot- 
tages' upon their own property. 

One great obftacle to the incbling of parifhes, 
teems to be the very great expence to which the 
proprietors are fubjedled, in procuring the aA of 
Parliament, and carrying it into execution. As 
this complaint is general all over the kingdom, it is 
to be hoped, that fome plan will be devifed by the 
Legiflature for obviating this difficulty, and for en- 
abling proprietors to efTeduate this great improve* 
ment with more facility, and at lefs expence. There 
is not perhaps any one circumftance regarding the 
• agriculture of England, that deferves the ferious at- 
tention of the Board of Agriculture more than this. 



Ti/jfe/.— The colle^ing of tithes in kind is very 
generally complained of, and in . thofe parifhes 
where that mode is adopted, it certainly operates 
very powerfully againfl the introdudiion of improve- 
ments in huftandryj while, at the fame time it is 
attended with very di&fcreeabk conlccjucnces^ both 
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in u Tctigious^ ao9 politscal poiat of vi^w, m it li 
often the mesins of cresting foch dmiiona between 
the clergyman and Iris parHhtoncrs, as renders the 
"Religious iniltudtons of the former of Kttle avail, 
while it loofens that chain of intercourfe and con- 
nexion which it ts confidercd cf fo much importance 
to keep united. It has happened, (though to tHe 
credit of the ctergy of this diftridt be it faid^ the in- 
itances are very rare), where the tithes have been 
letto a layman Ibr the pnrpofe of oppreffion, he has^ 
been known to exert that authority wii!h which h^ 
was invefted, and has not only taken the tenth (hock 
of com» and the tenth cole of hay, but alfo the tenth 
lamb, pig, hen, egg, ^c. nay has even gone into 
the garden, and taken not only the tenth part of the 
fruit, but alfo the tenth of the produce of the 
kitchenr garden. Under fueh rireumftances as thefe, 
\t may be aiked, who is the farmer who would not 
feel himfelf aggrieved ? * 

Many plans have been fiiggefted, in order to 
bring about an arrangement of- tithes, and to placif^ 
them on fome permanent footing. It has been pro- 
pofed, that the proprietors (hould farm the tithes in 
each parifh, or that a corn-rent ihould be fixed by 
the average price of grain for a number of years 
paft ; but that which appears moil likely to meet 
general approbation, and which feenis belt calcu* 
lated to do juftice to all parties, is to give the cler- 
gyman a compenfation for his tithes in land, becaufe 
the depreciation in the value of money has been fe 
great, as to render any arrahgeroent which is to be 
founded on it as a medium by which ffie value is to 
be afcertained in future times, very uncertain ; 
whereas the produce of land muft always bear re- 
ference to the value of money at the time. 

Whether the open field pariflies are to-be inclo- 
fed, or allowed to remain iti their prefent ftate, (till 
it is humbly fuppofed, that a general arrangement 
migbt be made refpeding the tithes, by giving a 
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^tftnptiUfation'ia land ^ and that upon the fama pct&« 
ciples^ in which tfaofe who adl, as commiflionert 
undei^ tnclofing Wh, detennine thefe matters, which 
is generally by fitrding the clergyman entitled td 
dne fifth or one Hxth of the tillage land, and one 
ninth of the pafture, or two thirteenths of the whole 
fmrilh* 

Were this defirabte objeft by any means obtain^' 
ed, improvenmits in agriculture, and the different 
l^eeds of ftock, would no doubr take place ; and 
inftead of the clergyman and his parifliionets living 
in a 'ftate of contention, or warfare, we Ihould fee 
Ifaem liring* as one great itimily, in harmony and 
peace, and the clergyman confidered as the parent 
and pfefelrverof that bond by which they are unitedt 

. fVMi rf Leafes.^-^Vtxt to the modes of cultute, 
Jind the management of ftock, which muft accord* 
ing to the prefent fyftem be univerfally pra&ifed in 
the open field lands^ and the colleAing of tithes in 
kind, nediing can operate fo powerfully againft the 
fpirited exertions of fiirbers, in regard to the in- 
trodudion of better modes of cultivation, and great* 
«r attention to the improTement of the different fpe- 
cies of ftock, than the wanirfleafes. 

Every fiirmer who poffefles a farm from year to 
year, muft feel thmt kind ^f depettdencc which muft 
tend in a greater or left degree to damp his fpirit 
for improvement, and muft prevent him from do- 
ing that juftice to his fiftrm, which would enable 
him to pay the higheftpoffible rent to his land«- 
loid, or to procure that fair profit to bimfeff^, to 
which the extent of capital funk in carrying oq. 
the operations of the farm, and hia own induftry, are 
entitled* 

In fiich a fituation, the prudent farmer muft be 
•eftrained ttom any fpirited expenditure^ however 
much he may be fatisfied- that the improvements 
which might thereby be introduced, would, under 
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other circumftances, prove beneficUl both to hit 
landlord and himfelf. 

In every c'ountrj where improvements have been 
Tttccefsfully and eztenfively carried on, leafes have 
been granted, and every proper and reafonable en» 
couragement given to the tenants ; and where this 
mode of letting lands on leafe has been introduced^ 
the proprietors have in every inftance found it for 
their intereft to purfue the fame plan ; becaufe they 
faw that the tenants, feeling themfelves pofiefled of 
an intereft in the improvement of the foil, beftowed 
every degree of attention on that objed, and the 
landlord, at the expiration of the leafe, confideriog 
himfelf juftly entitled to derive fome advantage from 
the exertion and induftry of the former tenant, to 
whom he had given this aflurance, demands and re- 
ceives an additional rent. The heft proof, in this 
cafe, that granting leafes is the moft probable means 
of fecuring the improvement of farms, is to refer to 
the particular diftridi now under review, where it 
will be found, that it is only on thef^ farms where 
leafes are granted, that improvements are carried on 
to any extent. 

It is true indeed, that few inftances have occurred 
here, where the proprietors have^ not behaved to their 
tenants with that honour and good faith becoming 
their rank and fortune. Yet there are inftances 
where tenants have been obliged repeatedly to agree 
to pay an advance of rent, rather thanVemove, whiles 
from the uncertainty of the tenure, on which they 
held their farms, they were debarred from making 
thefe exertions, which an . advance of rent demand* 
ed, and which always happens in fuch cafes when 
leafes are granted. 

While the proprietors remain fatisfied with the 
rents Which they receive, (which in general are high 
enough under the prefent circumftanoes), it is not 
probable that any material alteration will take place^ 
either in regard to the manner of letting the lat)d,.or 
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the fyftem;of agriculture. But if a general rife of 
rent fhould take place, it will be neccffarv to fecure 
the tenant that permanent intereft in the farm, 
which will entitle hira, with propriety, to adopt 
thofe means of improvement which will enable him 
to do juftice both to the landlord and himfelf. It 
may b« added, that if leafes were granted on a rea- 
H)nable advance of rent, and for 19 or 21 years 
the community at large, as well as the individuals 
more immediately intercfted, would be benefited, 
thereby; and this particular diftrid, which is fo 
favourably fituated, would, in a few years, be one of 
the beft cultivated in the kingdom. 



IMPROVEMENTS SUGGESTED. 

From the preceding account of the modes of cul- 
tivation adopted m this diftrid, it appears that about 
one third of the tillage lands have been for ages, and 
are ftill continued, under a conftant courfe of corn- 
cropping. It is not neceffary to point out at greatef 
length the impropriety of an adherence to this fy- 
flem, nor to recapitulate the reafons dated for re- 
commending fo (Irongly an alteration in the manage, 
ment of the commons and woodlands. What has been 
already ftated, will, it is to be hoped, induce the 
proprietors, and thofe immediately concerned, to turn 
their attention to thofe objeds, and their own good 
fenfe, more than any thing that cati be ftated in a 
report of this kind, will enable them to adopt fuch 
meafures, as are raoft likely to promote the improve- 
ment of the country, in thefe refpefts. 

There is a very fmall proportion of what may be 
called the old inclofed lands at prefent under the 
plough, and whether it is owing to that univerfal 
prejudice which has long prevailed among land- 
lords, 'againft the breaking up of- old pafture fields^ 
to want of aftivity in the occupiers, or to the Im* 
proper manner in which they were at. firft laid 
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down to grafs, it is not neceffiiry here to^eterminie ; 
but it mUft be obferved, that thtfe latid^ are not at 
prefent devcfted to the raoft prdfitabfe puirpofe to 
tvhich they might be applied, being m mihy places 
greatly over-tun with ant-^hills, and producing a 
coarfe and dtiwholefome fort of fceii)age. Thtfe 
lands would, no doubt, be made much more pro- 
dudi^ive by plowrrig, ^rtificidl mantite, and other 
means of tta^rovement that might tie adopted* Two 
ObjetStrons naturally occur mifhe mind of th« land* 
lord againft plowingiip thefe old indofurcs, as they 
are called : The rft is, That the tenant wou^Id re- 
ceive a great additional advantage -by the luxuriant 
crops of grain which he would reap, and without 
making any additional acknowledgment to the land- 
lord ; and the id is, The riik <c^bich thel^dlord runs, 
that the tenant will not beflow due pains in laying 
down the fields again into grafs. But, if the fyftem 
is a good one, (and the pradice of almoft every 
other country proves that it is), thefe two difficul- 
ties may be eafily obviated, as the landlord may 
ftipulate with the tenant, for an advance of rent 
during the period when the lands Jire in the courfe 
of corn-cropping, and he has it completely in his 
power to punilh the tenant for any adl of impro- 
priety he may be guilty of, in regard to the man- 
jper of laying down the lands into grafs. 
, The new inclofed lands are in general well mana- 
ged ; and where the foil is of a reddiOi colour, with a 
fmall mixture of gravel, (of which there is a conlider- 
able extent, particularly towards the middle and 
upper parts of the county), the rotation of crop- 
ping praaifed,>that of the one half in grafs, and the 
other, half in corn and turnip, Teems the beft adapt- 
ed for keeping it in a high (late of cultivation, and 
the alternate courfe of corn and grafs hulbandry, is 
probably themoft advantageous that can be intro- 
duced, both for landlord and tenant ; as, from the 
great number of Iheep which can be kept upon the 
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artificial food, produced on a farm, confifting of t 
proportionable quantity of this kind of land, the oc- 
cupiet is enabled to relieve and affift his natural pa* 
fture grounds, as circuraitances and the feafons may 
require. And this mode of management feems alfo 
bfeft calculated to enaWe the tenant to pay the land- 
lord the greate'ft poffible rent, while it prevents him 
from fufFering thofe inconvenrencies which muft ne- 
ceflarily happen by the fall of prices, to that far- 
mer who can carry to market one fpecies of com-- 
modity only. 

To a perfon acquainted with the heft modes of 
cultivation adopted in all the more improved parts 
of Scotland, where every kind of foil, from the 
light lands of Norfolk, to the itrong clays of 
Lincolnfhire, are to be met with, it muft appear 
furprifing to fee a man and a boy, with four or five 
horfes, employed for the greateft part of a day, in 
plowing an acre of land, while in almoft every part 
of North Britain, the fame operation is performed 
in iefs time by a man and two horfes, without a 
driver. 

If neat light ploughs,* with caft-ironmould^boards, 
were introduced, there is no di)ubt but a inan with 
two horfes, would do the fame work which they 
now perform with double the number, and to a&^ 
good purpofe. It is, .therefore, worthy .of the at- 
tention of thofe proprietors who take a pleafure 
in cultivating a farm on their own eftates, to 
make the ^^xperiment; for it is a well-known 
fa<St, that by leflening the expence of cultiva- 
tion, the tenant is enabled to pay a higher rent ; 
and a great proportion of what is faved. in this re^ 
fped goes ultimately into the landlord's pocket.. 

For the fame reafon, it moy .be proper to recom- 
mend the introdudion of the machine now fo gene- 
rally ufed in Scotland for threfhing grain ; and. 
which, from feveral years experience, has .been found 
to execute the work to much better purpofe than can 
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be performed by manual labour. It is worked either 
by 2 or 4 horfes, where water cannot be procured ; 
and it will threfli from 20 to 40 bufliels in an hour, 
and feparates the corn from the chaff at the fame 
time ; while the ordinary fervants on the farm are 
fufficient to put the unthrefhed corn into the ma- 
chine and carry off the ft raw. The expence of thefe 
inachineSy on an average, does not excted L. 80 ; and. 
the intereft of money, and annual tear and wear, 
may be reckoned at L. lo a-year. In a couritry 
where the threftiing of 1 20 quarters of grain cofts 
that fum, the introdudion of fuch a 'machine as 
this muft be a great improvement, 

CONCLUSION. 

In the preceding Report, every degree of pains 
has been taken, in order to give a faithful account 
of the prefent ftate of hufbandry in this county ; 
and while, on the one hand, the defe£ts in the modes 
of cultivation, and the manner in which the opera- 
tions of hufbandry are in general conduced, have 
been freely mentioned ; on the other, fuch as ap- 
peared to be the great outlines for improvement, 
have been pointed out ; and after ftating that a fpi- 
rit for improvement is certainly introduced among 
all ranks in this country, and which, if properly en- 
couraged, by the removal of thofe obftacles which 
muft ever operate as a bar againft the general in- 
troduction of fpirited agriculture, cannot fail to be 
attended with the moft beneficial confequences, in 
every point of view. It therefore remains only to 
make thofe acknowledgments which are fo juftly 
due, for the affiftance received from many reipedb- 
able Noblemen, Gentlemen, and Farmers, whofe 
polite attention, and friendly manner of communi- 
cating their fentiments on every fubjed conneded 
with the furvey, rendered the employment in eve- 
ry refpedt fatisfaftory and agreeable. 
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APPENDI X. 

CX)MPARISON between the Englkh and Scotch Syftems of 
Hufbandry^ as pradifed in the Counties of Northampton 

and P£RTH. 

■< 

HAVING been diredied by the Prefident of the Board of Agriculture, 
to draw up a comparative fiatement, of the different modes of huf« 
bandry, pradifed in the county of Northampton, which is fituated nearly 
in the centre of England ; and that of Perthfliire, lying near the centre of 
Scotland, — it may be neceffary to ftate, for the information of an Englifh 
reader, that the county of Perth is the Yorkihire of Scotland in point of 
extent, and pretty fimilar to the Weft Riding of Yorkihire, and Wcftmore- 
land, in refpeft to furface and general appearance, there being many 
bleak barren mountains, and exteniive lakes, in each of thefe countries. 

The Carfe of Gowrie, which may be very properly d^snominated the 
Garden of Scotland, is fituated in Perthfliire. This is a track of rich deep 
elay land, containing about 30,000 acres, fuperior in fertility to any in 
Scotland, and not to be furpafled by any of the fame extent in England. 

In order to form a correft idea of the rural economy of the two di- 
ftridls, prior to the introdudion of improvements in the modes of Agpri* 
culture in either, it may be proper to obferve, that previous to the year 
900, the ftate of fociety in England and Scotland, appears to have been 
pretty much the fame. 

About that period, King Alfred divided the kingdom of England into 
tithings and hundreds ; and the honeft inhabitants of every village or 
townfhip^ became by that law anfwerable, in their own private fortunes 
and property, for all the houfe-breaking, robberies, and other depreda* 
tions, committed within their refpc<ftive diftrids, and were alfo bound, to 
affociate with their neighbours in arms, in order to reprefs tvery adl of 
violence, and to maintain peace and public order. In Scotland^ before 
the laws came to be properly refpedied, or the executive government pof-^ 
feflkd that power and authority, neceffary to prevent the great feudal Ba- 
tons, and their dependents, from haraffing and diftreifing their lefs power- 

A. full 
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fill neighbours, h was Common for the farmers, who then lived in villages 
to enter into an agreement^ called a bond of good neighhourboQd^ ia which 
all ads which could be conftrued into bad neighboarhood were narrated, 
and certain penalties annexed to the commiffion of each, and from the 
joint manner in which they occupied the lands, (which waa the fame as 
is ftill pradiied in the open fi^ld pariihes in England), as well as from 
the conditions contained in thefe bonds, they were induced to turn out 
in arms, on any general invafion of their property. 

This being the ancient ftatc of both countries, and it being well known 
tha£ a rfsgular Government, together with the aits and habits of civilii^ed 
fociety, and improvements ia Agriculture, were much earlier introduced 
into England than into Scotland, it may appear difficult to account for the 
inaQQer in which both couatties are now inhabited. In England the 
farmers dill living crpwded together in villages^ as in former tynes ; where- 
2a3« in the cultivated par t& of Scotland, every farmer lives in the centre of 
his own farm, as if the feudal fyftem had never exifted. But that dif- 
ficulty will be removed, when, oa the one haod^y tb^ m^noer of culti- 
vating the open field lands ia England is. confidered, and that inclofing 
has only come into general pradice of late years ; apd, on the o(her, that 
there does not appear to have been any commoiiaUe lands in Scotland \ 
that fince the year 1560, the payment of tithes in kind (except in a very 
few inftances, and thefe where the tithes are in the poflcffion of lay pro- 
prietors) have been abolifhed, and that the land) were iq gieperal poflef** 
ied by great proprietors, who, wbep ever they were inclined, had it in 
their power, for the reaibng juft now mentioned, to divide thi^ir lands, 
and make fucb arrangements with their tenants as they judged 'mod 
likely tp promote the irnprovement of their eftates ; and that where d 
tpwnlhip was pofiefTed by two or ntiore proprietors, in place of a tedi* 
ous negotiation with the Clergyman, and thofe having right of com-* 
monage, and an expenfive application to Parliament for an inclofing bill, 
Mrhich is the cafe in England, the divificm of fuch lands^ was effeded 
by an adion or procefs befbre a Court of law, (which was attended with 
little expence), or amicably fettled, by a reference to fbaie ^man of re- 
fpedable charader in the neighbourhood. 

In the following ilatement, attention has been paid to reduce all the 
^articles therein mentioned, to the ftandard of the weights and meafures 
generally ufed in England, and the rents and returns in both countries, 
ace calculated by the Eoglilh acre, and by the Winchcfterbuflicl.of 8 

gallonsb 
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•gallons. It may be necefFary, however, to mention^ that "the Eoglifli fta- 
tute acre contains 4840 fquare yards, and the Scotch ftatute acre 6x50 
fqiiare yards. A quarter, or eight Winchefter bufheis, contains 17,203 
cubic inches. The boll of barley or oats, Linlithgow meafure, (which is 
the ftandard of Scotland), contains 12,822 cubic inches, and a boll of ^ 
wheat or beans meafures 8789 cubic inches. 

L E A S II S. 



^JORTHAMPTON-SHmE. 

In this coisotj, there are fcm-cely any 
lands held by tenants under leafes, except 
thofe granted by the Biihop, Dean, and 
Chapter o£ Peterborough, which are for 
31 years, renewable every 7* 

The tenants, in general, pofle& their 
farms only froip year to year. There are, 
however, i^tten agreements entered iaco . 
between the landlords and tenants^ in 
which the mode of cropping the lands is 
fpecified. 

The farm-faoufe and offices, are gene- 
rally kept in repair, at the JQtnt ^xpeace 
of the parties ; though, in a great many 
inftances, the whole expenoe refts widi 
the tenant. 

The tenant, is^ on aH oecafions, exprelsly 
debarred from breaking up any old pfi- 
fture-grafs, and from ieQing hay or ftraw. 

The term of entry, to A grazing farm, 
u at Lady-day, and to tillage lands, at Mi- 
chaelmas. 

The fi^ of the farms is much the fame 
in both counties* 



PERTH-SHIRE. 

There are few inftances in this countyy 
where lands are now poffefled without 
IcsLbf The common term of endurance 
is for 19 years, tl. ugh fometimes the 
leafe is granted for the lifetime of the 
tenant, if he ihould furvive after the ex* 
piration of chat period. 

The terms contained in the leafe are^ 
that the tenant ffaall receive the houfes in 
a complete fiate of repair on his entry, 
that he ihall keep them in proper order 
during the leafe, and leave them equal in 
value at his removal. 

Particular modes for cropping the lands 
are fpecified, «nd certain penalties or ad- 
ditional rents are flipulated, for every de* 
viation from tbefe rules. 

The tenant is generally bound to refide 
with his family on the farm, and is de- 
barred from fubfetting or aiBgning his 
leafe, and from felling any ftraw odf the 
farm. 

The tenant enters to the houfea at 
Whitfunday, and to the lands, at the fepa- 
ration of that year's crop from, the ground. 
The outgoing tenant has a liberty of fel- 
ling his laft crop before it is reaped, and 
it is generally difpofed of in this waj, 
which prevents any interference between 
the outgobg and incoming tenant. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

There is nothing that has tended fo much, to the general introdudioa 
of improvements in Agriculture, which have taken place in Perthfliire^ 
within thefe 50 or 60 years, as granting leafes for a confiderable number 
of years, to fubftantial, intelligent, and enterprifing tenants. 

By this means, artificial manures, fuch as lime and marl, have come 
to be very commonly ufed ; for in confequence of receiving a leafe for 
19 or 38 years, the tenant thereby acquires a permanent intereft in the 
farm, and on that confideratioii, commences his operations in the moft 
adlive and fpirited manner, and always drains, and limes, or marls, that 
poption of the farm, which is in fallow, during the firft courfe of the rota- 
tion prefcribed in the leafe. 

But a. farmer in Northamptonlhire, who holds his farm from year ta 
year, muft pofTefs great faith indeed in the honour of his landlord, if he 
expends L. 400 or L. 500 on that kind of artificial manure, (which, though 
fure, is yet flow in its operation)^ or on any other means of improvement^ 
from which immediate returns cannot be expeded. And it is a certain 
fad, that a Perthfhire farmer would rather pay 3 s. or 4 s. per acre of addi- 
tional rent for a farm of tillage land in Northamptonfliire, on a leafe of 19 
Of 21 years, than the prefent rent, and hold the farm on fuch an uncertainty, 
as Ihould prevent him in prudence from cultivating it to the beft advantage. 

RENT AND TAXES.' 



NGRTHAMPTGN-SHIRE. 

The rent of inclofed lands,, runs from 
17 s. to 25 s. ptr acre, cxdufive of tithes, 
from which the inclofed land is generally 
exempted. The average may be reckon- 
ed, at 20 s. to which may be added 3 s. in 
the pound for poor-rates. 

The open field lands run from 6 s. to 
los. ^ acre, medium about 8 s. befides 
abputss. 6d. per acre for tithes 9 the 
poor-rates the fame as above mentioned. 

The rents are paid in money by half- 
yearly inftalments. The firft half-year's 
»ent being payable 12 months after the 
tewwt's entry to the farm. 



PERTH-SHIRE. 

The rent of lands in the Carfe of Cow- 
rie is from 30 s. to 45 s. per acre^ ave- 
rage about 35 s. 

For lands in the open field ftate, from 
IDS. to 16 s^ medium, about 13s, 

For indbfed lands, which are aU cul- 
tivated in an alternate courfe of com and 
grais hufbandry, 22 s. per acre may be 
reckoned the. medium rent. 

The rents in the Carfe -of Gowrie are 
paid partly in money, and partly in wheat 
and barley. 

In other parts of the county the rents 
are paid in money, and either at Martin* 
mas, (about the 2 2d of November), after 
reaping the crop, or, the one half at that 
term, .and the other half at Whitfunday 
following. 

OBSER- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

The difference of rent in favour of the Perthfhire proprietor, may ap- 
pear furprifing to thofe, who do not know, that in Scotland there are no 
tithes, poor-rates, or other taxes which affeA the tenant in his charader 
of farmer. The clergymen in ScotUnd»are alj paid by the landholders. 
On the abolition of Popery in that, kingdom, in the year 1560, the 
''proprietors pofleiTed themfelves of the church-lands, and a certain quan* 
tity of money and grain was then allotted to each Proteftant ClcrgymnUf 
which generally bore a proportion, to the itate of the cultivation of the 
pariih, and the confequent value of the tithes at the time. 

The poor are in general maintained by the voluotAfy CQ|itnt>Ption of 
the inhabitants, which takes place every Lord^s day, cither immediately 
before or after divine fervice. There is, however, an old Scotch aft of 
Parliament ftill in force, by which the proprietors and tenants are lial^le 
to be aflefled equally in fuch an additional fum, as may be judged necef- 
iary to fupport the poor of e^ch pariih; but this adl is feldom put in 
fojncf » and it only happens in tbofe pariihcs in the nei^^oiirhood pf th^ 
lOOUDtdinpus parts pf the country, where the greateft number of th^ poor 
people refidf « 

Tbe fum necefl^ry to maintain the poor in any partipular parifh, a* 
SiOURO oaly to » few pounds in the yQ^r, wjiich m^ bp accpyuoitefi for, by 
the fimpk nifinner in which they live, oat-mi^ aad potatoes beiQg tb^if 
principal food ; apd that when reduced by unforefeen accidents or old 
age, to have recourfe to this mode of procuring a maintenance, they are 
fatisfied with a very fmall fum, ajking in charity^ wbBt their neighbours in 
the fame clafs in ^glond^ iemand of a fn^t^ ^ right. Indeed, few on-* 
ly, but fuch as are deftitute of relations able to fupport them,, make the 
appUcatidn, it being confidemd d^ifgsmpff ul hath to themielwesr in4 their 
teltttions, to have their names entered on what is eallcd the^nr ro& 

Another reafon, why the rents have got ib high ia Peith^re of idte 
years, is Che praAice now uni^erfirily eftabliihed ef graataag leafin for a 

• cei^tftin number ^f years^ by which the tenants are eiud^led to ^nkijRiite 
the lands better, and confe<|u^iM)Iy to f aiie greater oDops ; Co whiqb stay 
be added, the great faviog which has taken place by ploughing with a^ 

* tn^n iind two horfes without a driver, inftead of the former pradlice, when 
a man and a boy, and four horfes, were confidered indifpenfably necef- 
f^xj. For it is a well known fad, that a great proportion of what is 
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gained Ify the tenant, from his fuperior management of a farm, as well as 
of what he faves, by Icflening the expence of cultivation, fooner or later, 
finds its way into the landlord's pocket. 



C L <; M A T E. 

Periods at which feed-time and harveft commenced in the different 
counties, for the fix preceding yeafs, from 2788 to 1793 inclufive. 



NORtHAMPTONSHIRE. 

Ths periods at which feed-time and 
harvcft commenced on a particular fann 
in this county for the fix preceding years, 
from 1788 to X793, will be fonnd b the 
following Tables : 



PERTH-SHIRE. 

Below is an account of the periods at 
which (eed-time and harveft commenced 
on a particular farm in the Carfe of Gow- 
titf from 1788 to X793» kclufiye. 



Yeais. 


Wheat 


Spring 
Com. 


Barlej. 


Harveft 


Yeacs. 


Wheat. 


Spring 
Cora. 


Barlgr.. 


Harveft 
commenced. 


1788. 
1789. 
1790. 
1791. 
179*- 
1793- 


5th oa. 

6th ditto. 
27th Sept. 


jthMar. 

xft ditto. 

a8th Feb. 


ixthMar. 
X 5 th ditto, 
a xft ditto. 


4th - Aug. 
x8th ditto. 1 
x6th ditto. 1 

8th ditto. 
X3th ditto. 

xft ditto. 


X788. 

1789* 
1790. 

X79X. 

X79a. 

X79S. 


xxthSept. 
nth ditto. 
13th ditto. 
14th ditto. 

4th oa. 

xoth Sept. 


7th ApriL 
6th ditto 
3d March. 
7di ditto. 
9tfa ApriL 
a5th Mar. 


6th Maj. 
9th ditto. 
6th ditto. 
4th ditto. 
7th ditto. 
3d ditto. 


Hjth Aug. 
a7th ditto, 
ajth ditto. 
x8th ditto. 
29^1 dxtto» 
18th dittOi 



OBSERVATIONS. 

By the abo^e ftatement, it appears, that there are about 15 days diffe- 
rence in the commencement of harveft, in £Eivour of Northamptonlhire, on 
an average of thefe fix years. 

The climate in the Carfe of Gowrie, may be confidered as equal to that 
of any other part of Scotland* And that of the other parts of Perthfhire, 
«s fuperior to die northern counties of England* 

ROTA* 
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ROTATION of CROPPING, moft generally approved of and ptaaifed, 
in each of the Counties, for raifing the different Species of Grain, 



NORTHAMPTONSHIRE. 

The old inclofed lands are generally 
kept in a ftate of pafturage. 

The open field lands, at leaft that part of 
them which is oonfidered proper for til- 
lage, is ander a ^onftant courfe of corn- 
cropping, as follows, visa. 

itt year, fiillow or tamip. 

ad ■ wheat, part barley. 

jd — — beans, with a few acres in oats. 

The new incloiied lands are principally 
employed in the cultivation of grain, and 
cropped in H^b manner under mentipned, 

Ito. 

|ft year, fallow, part tnmip. 

ad — — wheat, barley after the tnmip. 

3d *-— beans or peafe. 

4th.— —barley, with 18 lb. red clover. 

5th—-— clover. 

6th-— 'ditto. 

»^th*— —part bcanS| add part oats. 



PERTH-SHIRE. 
On the rich lands in the Carfe of Cow- 



rie. 



ift year, fallow, 
ad year, wheat. 
3d year, beans or peafe. 
4th — barley, with ao lb. red- clover, 
and X builiel rye-gra(s. 
- clover. 



5th- 

6th ■■ oats. 

On the lands adjoining, the following 
rotation is adopted. 

xft year, peafe, or other green crop. 

ad — — wheat. 

3d -^— barley, With grafs-feeds, as a- 

bove mentioned. 
4th ■ clover* 
5th oats. 

On the inclofed lands. 

ift year, tnmip. 

ad — - barley, with 8 lb. red-clovet, 
81b. white, 41b. rib-graft, 
and I* or a biiQiels rye- 
graft. 

3d «— — graft, generally made into haj^ 

4th——- paflore. 

fth- ditto. 

6th— ditto. 

7th — — oata. 

•Ui— barley« 



OBSERVATIONS- 

Withoat afferting that the rotationa for raifing the different crops of 
grain cultivated inPerthlhire, or on the new inclofed lands in Northamp- 
tonihirey are the beft adapted to the different foils, or fuperior to any 

other 
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other that can be introduced, it may be proper to obferve, that the lands 
under fuch management, are much mor^ likely to produce yaluable crope, 
both of grain and grafs, than if they were allowed to remain always in 
grafs, or kept in a conftant (late of tillage. Experience has indeed 
proved, that the bed land in Nortdamptonlhire, when allowed to remain 
long m grafs, is apt to be over-run with ant*hills, and to produce but very 
indiflfereot crops. And it is prefumed, it will not require much reafooing 
to prove, to the fatisfaAion of every intelligent farmer, that lands which 
^re kept conftantly under a courfe of corn-cropping, muft be worn out 
and exhaufted, to fuch a degree, as to render the crops of little value^ 
compared to what might be expedted on the fame lands, if managed ac- 
cording to any of the rules above mentioned. 



AVERAGE RETURN per Acre, of the different Species of Crops, ia 
the different Cbunties, fbr the fame number of Years, from 1787 to 
179a,. inclufivc. 



NDRTHAMPTON^HtREL 



PERTH-SHIRE. 



Tears. 


Wheat. 


Bailey. 




Bnflj. 


Baflk 


1788. 
1789. 

17QO. 

1791, 
1792, 


as*. 

38- 


28f 

IS 


Div.by6. 


152 


186 


Qeneial 
average, 


^;t 


3» 



0«ts. 



Baih. 



43* 

39 

J3f 

48 

39 

35 



*ja 



I 4» 



BcMV> 



Buih. 



so. 
.at 

a6 

30 

4fPi 



a.f 



Oeaemlave* 

rage br the 
acre cdrall 
4hcie ^g^iiis. 


Yean. 


WbMt* 


9Mkf. 


Oata. 


Bulhels. 




Bu(h. 


Bu(h. 


Buih. 


Bii 

87* 


1787. 
1788. 
1789. 
1790. 
1791. 
1792. 


32t 

24t 
. 24t 

144 


34* 

4^* 

H 

39t 

*^ 

a4T 


42* 

i 


tft» 


Oiv.by6. 


224 


279 
464. 


30 


General 
A.verage, 


24 


37t 






21 

22 



fl 



'38 



23 



Geoenl«v»- 
rage by the- 
acre or all 
thefe graina. 

Buflt. 

36 
31 
34 
39. 

i9<> 
3a* 



" *ty'^c above taible,, it appears, thattbi retnm's by'tiie aicirebfiftei'Afi. 
fdfreoii'fpeciea of crftps,' except wheat, is in fkvacfrof Jferthftjixe,' ufr ra- 
ther 
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ther the Carfe of Gowrie ; for the calculation is formed from the returns on 
a particular farm in that diftridl, though it fhould be obferved, that that 
farm is hot cultivated- agreeable to the rotation above mentioned, confi- 
derably more than one-fixth of it beinj annually under wheat, fome part 
of which is fown after peafe, or clover ftubble ; and therefore the crops 
mud be fuppofed inferior to what might be expeded, or what is really 
reaped, from lands regularly fallowed and dunged, either on that or any 
other farm in that corner of the county. 



AVERAGE PRICES by the Buftiel, at which Wheat, Barley, Oats, 
and Beans, were fold oflf a particular Farm in each of thefe Counties, 
for the Years above mentioned. 



NORTHAMPTON-SHIRE. 



Wheat, 
Barley y 
Oats, 
Beaas^ 



1787. 

s. d. 

2 Oi 

3 n 


1788. 

s. d. 

J 8t 

2 ('i 
i loi 

3 H 


1789. 

s. 7. 

6 4i 
3 6 


1790. 

s. d. 
6 6i 

3 3 
a 4 

3 " 


1791. 

s. d. 
6 3i 
3 li 

3 1=4 


1792. 

s. d. 
5 loi 

3 4t 
2 6i 

4 It 


Gene- 
ral ave. 
rage. 




1787. 
«. d. 

3 li 


1788. 

s. d. 

> '*. 
2 3i 

2 34 

2 7i 


s. d. 
6 04 
2 II 

2 2 

3 9 


Wheat, 
Bailey, 
Outs, 



PERTH-SHIRE. 



1789. J1790. 



5 9 15 5 
2 9I 2 7 
2 8 I2 Ji 



1791. 

s. d. 

5 o 

i oi 

z 6i 



3 1i\3 Si\3, It 



1792. 

s. d. 

5 5 

3 3t 

2 10 

4 6i 



Gene« 

ral ave- 
rage. 

s. d. 

5 4f 

2 bi 

2 6i 

3 5 



OBSERVATIONS. 

It appears that the price of oats is higher in Perthftiire than in Northamp- 
. tonfhire, but that all other kinds of grain, fell higher in the lad mentioned 
county. That the price of oats fhould be higher in Scotland than in Eng- 
land, will not be thought furprifing, when it is coniidered, that there, the 
great body of the inhabitants live principally on oat-meal, whereas in Eng- 
land, the bread generally ufed is made of wheat floun The difference in 
the prices of the other fpecies of grain in favour of Northamptonlhire, may 
be accounted for, by obferving, that Northamptonfhire is perhaps more 
clofely inhabited than any other county in England, where no great cities, 
or large manufaduring towns are fituated, and that therefore the farmers in 
general find a market for their grain at home, or in the immediate neigh- 

c bourhood ; 
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bourhood ; and that though the Carfe of Gotvrie, properly fo called, is as 
clofely inhabited as Northamptonfhire, yet the inhabitants of Perthftiire 
bear no proportion to thofe of Northamptonfhire, when the extent of the 
two counties are compared, and therefore the Perthfhire farmer, muit 
look to a diftant market for the fale of his furplus grain, which he gene- 
rally finds at Leith or Glafgow, and whiclj he avails himfelf of by means 
of the Frith of Tay, and the inland navigation which is opened between 
the Forth and Clyde, by which grain is tranfported from this lafl men- 
tioned county, to Glafgow, which is the bed market in Scotland, But 
the farmer in Perthfhire, muft be at an expence greater perhaps than the 
difference above flated, in conveying his grain to the heft market ; or, 
which is the fame thing, muft fell his grain on terms fo much lower, as to 
enable the merchant to tranfport it with advantage to hinlfelf. 

DIFFERENCE of the Value of the returns by the Acre, in each of 
the Counties. 



NORTHAMFTON-SHIRE. 

25^ buihels wheat, the produce of one 
acre, at 6 s. Ot d. L. 7 13 o| 

31 buihels barley, at 2 s. 11 d. 4 10 5 
42 ditto oats, at 2 s. 2 d. #411 o 

aii ditto beans, at 3 s. 9^ d. 4 x 6^ 



Total zYtmgc per annum, If 20 16 o 



PERTH-SmRE. 

24 buihels wheat, the produce of one acre, 
at 5 s. 44 d. - L. 6 9 o 

37^ buihels barley, at 2 s. 8| d. 5 i x i 
46^ ditto oats, at 2 s. 6X d. 518 2 

23 ditto beans, at 3 s. 5 d. 3187 



Total zvtrzg^fer annum, L*2x 7 8 



OBSERVATIONS. » 

From the two firft tables the above one has been formed, in order to 
Jhew the extent and value of the returns^by the acre, in each of thefe 
counties, for a number of years, and by which it appears, that the balance 
is m favour of the Carfe of Cowrie, to the extent of lis. 8 d. on four 
acres, or 2s. 11 d. on each acre- 
It was not poffible to afcertain correctly, the weight of the crops of hay 
paifed on the acre in Northamptouftiire ; but from the information re- 
ceived, 18 cwt. may be confidered as the full average of meadow-hay, 
and about 25 cwt. that of artificial grafs. 

On the farm in the Carfe of Gbwrie, above mentioned, the average 
crop of hay by the acre, for 6 years, is nearly 29 cwt. There are no 
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natural meadow- fields in this diftri(5Vy nor indeed in any other part of 
Perthfhire, except in the valleys, and along the fides of the dreams ahd ri- 
vers in the Highlands, where, owing to the latenefs of the climate, and the 
great falls of rain to which that country is fubjeft, the crops of meadow- 
hay are often very precarious. 

LABOUR. 

The PRICK of LABOUR and PROVISIONS. 
NORTHAMPTON-SfflRE. PERTH-SHIRE- 



Butcher-meat, from 4 d. to 5 d. per lb. 
Poultry, from i s. 2 d. to z s. 4 d. each. 
Egpf - 6 d. to 8 d. per fcore. 

Butter, - 8 d. to 10 d. per lb. 

Cheefe, - 4 d. to 5 d.^ do. 

The wages of a ploughman, from L. 8 to 

L. zo. 
A young man or boy, from L. 4 to L. 5. 
A female iervant, from L. 3, 10 s. to L. 4, 

10 s. 
Day labouring iii fummer, without board, 

from X s. 2 d* to z s. 4 d. 
Ditto in winter, 10 d. to i s. 
A man for the harveft month, from L. 2, 

2S. toL. 2, IDS. 

A woman by the day, z s. without board. 

Grain is threflied at from z s. 3 d. to 2 s. 
6 d. per quarter. 

When the ploughmen receive board-wages, 
it is generally at the rate of 6 s. the 
week all the year round ; but they are 
more commonly maintained in bed, 
board and waihing in the farmer's fa- 
mily. 

The ordinary breakfaft and fupper is 
cold meat, with bread and cheefe, 
and for dinner, either roaft or boiled 
meat, with pudding. Ale is allowed 
ihem on many occafions, and linall beer 
they have always at command. 

Labour commences about the fame hour, 
at the different feafons) in each of the 
counties. 



Butcher-meat, from 3 d. to 4 d. per lb. 

Poultry, from z s. to z s. 4 d. each. 

Eggs, - 6 d. to 8 d* per dozen. 

Butter, - 6 d. to 8 d. per lb. 

Cheefe, fit)m 2| d. to 3^ ^.per lb. 

The wages of a ploughman, from L. 8 to 
L. zo. 

A young man or boy, from L. 3 to L. 5. 

A female fervant, from L. 3 to L. 4. 

Day labourer in fummer, without board, 
z s. to z Sk 2 d. 

Ditto in winter, from 8 d. to 10 d. 

A man for harveft work (which is gene- 
rally finifhed in 20 working dajs), re- 
ceives about L. z, 5 s. and a woman a- 
bout z 7 s. 

Grain is threflied at from z s. 4 d. to z s» 
8 d. per quarter. 

When fervants are boarded in the farmer's 
houfe, the ordinary fare is for break- 
faft and fupper pottage made of oat- 
meal, fait and water, which is eat with 
milk. For dinner foup, or, as it is pro- . 
vincially called, broth made with pot- 
barley, vegetables, and butcher-meat^ 
But the more general practice is to give 
each ploughman a certain allowance of 
oat-meal, (about 36 ounces a-day), and 
three pints of fweet-milk, or double 
that allowance of butter-milk. They 
lodge and eat in a houfe disjoined from 
the farm-houfe, and cook their own 
viduals. 

OBSERVA- 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

From the above ftatemeiit it appears, that the odds in the price of labour 
and proviiions is mui h kfs than could have been expeded. The only 
material difference being in the maintenance of the farm-fervants. 

A Northamptonfliire farmer confiders 6 s. per vv^eek as a reafonable al- 
lowance for the board ot a ploughman, which, for 52 wrecks, amounts 
to -. • - - L. 15 12 o 

The PerthQiire farmer furnifties his ploughman with that 
quantity of oat- meal, which, on the average price of meal 
for a number of years, amounts to 2 s, per wetk, to which, if 
10 (Sii per week is added for milk, makes the whole expence 
for the year - - L. 7 7 4 

For coals, bed-cloaths, l^c^ l^c. may be added, 098^ 

7 17 o 



L. 7 15 o 



Thus, in confequence of the different modes in which the farm-fervants: 
are maintained in the different counties, the Perthfliire farmer faves about 
L.7, 15s. a-yearforeachof hisfervants, which the other muft expend. There 
is no probability, however, that the Northamptonfliire farmer can avail 
himfelf of any information he may receive in regard to this particular, 
as his ploughmen will not bedifpofed to give up their roaft beef and pud- 
ding, and betake themfelves to oat-meai and milk. But it is humbly fub- 
niitted to hi^ conlideration, whether he might not leffen the expence of 
cultivating his farm, by reducing the number of fervants and horfes. 
The pradice of plowing with a man and 2 horfes, without a driver, is 
general, not only in Perthfliire, but all over Scotland. Whereas, in Nor- 
thamptonfliire, a man and a boy, with 3, 4, or 5 horfes, are employed to 
plough an equal quantity, which, for the fake of calculation, may be 
reckoned at an acre a-day in both counties ; and let it be luppofed alfo, 
that thefe men and horfes are employed in plowing the whole year round, 
in which period they will each have p.i wed 313 acres, — in that cafe the 
different accounts of the expence would Hand as under. 

NORTHAMP. 
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KORTHABIPTON-SHnUE- 

Ihou^man's wages, Lw xo o o 

Boy's wages, - 500 

Bo7*slKMwd,at4 8.j^w^ek,io 8 jo 
Maintenance of 4 hor&s, at 

L. 15 each, • 60 o o 



L. 85. 8 o 



I^EltTH-SHIllE 
Fkmghxnaa's wages, l*. xc C .id 

Maintenance of a horles at 
L. ^5 each, - 30 o o 



L. 40 c 



By the above account, indading only the wages of the fervants, and 
the maintenance of the horfes, which afe alike in both counties, the ex* 
pence of plowing an acre of land in Northamptonihire amounts to about 
5 s. 6 d. while the fame operation is as well performed in the Carle of 
Gowrie, or in any other part of Perthfhire, for 2 8. 6 d. leaving a dif- 
ference of 3 8. per acre ; but as a greater number of acres are annually 
plowed on every farm, in a ftate of tillage, than the farm realfy con- 
tains, (fome fields being repeatedly plowed) the additional^ expence of 
plowing a farm in Northamptonfliire, (and which it is certainly in the 
powcor of every farmer in that county to fave), may be eftimated at. 4 s. 
64* per acre* N. S. It is hardly neccflary to obferve^ that the above: cal- 
culation includes only fuch articles as are the fame in both counties, and' 
not the H/uboie expence of plowing an acre in either. It may alfo be re- 
fnarked, that the total annual expence of cubivating an acre of tillage- 
land in either county, is very different from what is above dated ; for a 
particular explanation of this, reference is made to the table in the re^ 
port of the Carfe of Gowrie, where it appears, that the expence of cul- 
tivating a farm of ^72 Scotch acre^ exclulive of rent, amounts to L* 657^ 
6 s. 4d. or L. 2 : 8 : 4 per Scotch acre«^ 

^ WOODS- 
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WOODS and PLANTATIONS^ 



NORTHAMPTON-SHlkE. 

In this county there are very extenfive 
woods, and forefts, though, as has been 
obferved, they arc not under die beft 
modes of management, nor by any means 
fo profitable as they would be, if they 
were -converted into private property. 

There are no young plantations, or any 
means ufed, (but in particular cafes), to 
preferve a proper fiicceiSon of youivg 
trees. 



PERTH-SfflRE. 

This county cannot now boail of fore&s 
qc woodlands. Though ^om the great 
number of large oak and fir trees which 
are found in all the mofles and fwamps 
itttbe higher parts of the countrjr, it is 
perftdly certain, that at fome remote pe- 
riod, a great part of the diftrift has been 
covered with trees \ the only vdliges of 
which that now remain, are feveral exten- 
five tra6b of copfe-wood oak, along the 
fides of the different rivers and lakes^ 
which are generally cut every 25 years. 

The prefent landholders, however, 
feem extremely anxious to make up for 
the deficiency of their predeceflbrs in 
this refpedl. And many thoufimd acres 
(not fufceptible of cultivation), are now 
covered with ufefiil and ornamental plan- 
tations. As one inftance of which, may 
it be proper to obferve, that the Right 
Honourable Lord Kinnaird, a few years 
ago, paid L. 800 for planting aoo Scotch 
acres. The plants confifted of oak, afii, 
beech, elm, plane, fpruce, and Scotch firi 
and to die nnmber of 5000 to the acre. 



OBSERVATION S, 

If more auction is not paid to the woodlands in Northamptonfhire, it 
is impoilible that any fucceffion of trees can be preferved, and the forefts 
muft in time fall into decay. The ancient forefts in Perthfliire, though 
they ftill retain the name, are now deftitute of trees. And indeed there 
are few old trees to be feen in the county, except the ornamental planta- 
tions around the caftles, and houfes, of the proprietors. 

Ify however, no pains is taken to preferve a fucceffion of trees in Nor-^ 
thamptonihife ; and if the fpirit for planting, which has become fo gene« 
ral among the Perthlhire proprietors of late jean^ fhoiild continue, the 
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contraft in thfs particular (which is at prefent foinuch in favour of Nor- 
thamptonfhire) will not long continue to be fo llriking. 



LIME. 



KORTHAMPTON-SHIRE. 

There is abundance of limeftone in al- 
moft every comer of the county •, yet, ex- 
cept for the purpofes of building* very 
little is manufadured in the diftrid. 
Though in kihis properly conftruded, it 
ean be burned on terms fo low as to en- 
able the manufadurer to (ell it at the rate 
of 4 d, or 5 d. p€r bufliel. 



PERTH-SHIRE. 



There is no limedone but in the re- 
mote parts of this county, and that is of 
fo hard a nature, as not to be reducible to 
powder, but by means of coal. The di- 
ftance and expence of the carriage of 
which is fo great, as to amount almoft to 
a prohibition. Limeftone (heUs, after be- 
ing burned in the eaft coaii of England, 
and the fouth of Scotland, is imported 
here by fea, and cofts about 4f d. ptr buih- 
el. 



OBSERVATIONS. 

The value of lime as a manure is well known in Perthlhire, and its ef- 
feds in producing great crops both of corn and grafs (after an experience 
of upwards of 50 years) have been afcertained to the fatisfedion of every 
ikrmer in the diftrid.— The quantity of powdered lime laid on the acre 
in general (reckoning that every bufliel of Ihells will produce 3 bufliels 
of powdered lime) is about 38Q bufhels the acre; and confequently the 
coft per Englilh acre is about L. a : 7 : 6. — Lime is generally laid on'the 
land in the courfe of a fallow, as a preparation for wheat; — ^it is general- 
ly done ia the month of July, .or beginning of Auguft, and plowed in 
with a very (hallow furrow ; and before the laft plowing is given, (which 
is generally in September), about 24 loads of dung from the farm-yard, is 
alfo laid on the acre. The dung-carts ufed in the Carfe of Cowrie, ar& 
nearly as large as thofe ufed in Noithamptonftiire. — In the narrow di- 
ftrid of the Carfe of Cowrie alone, which, as has been obferved, does not 
contain above 30,000 Englifti acres, lime, to the value ofL. iSoo^r an^ 
num, has been imported for the laft 7 years ; — and has been principally, 
hideed almoft wholly, ufed as manure. 

In Northamptonftiire, though lime can be procured in almoft every 
pariftvi it ^^ hitherto been but partially ufed as a manure*-— And whe« 
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ther it is that the experiments which have been made, have not been jo- 
diciottlly conduded, or that the fiirmers, from the want of leaies, are pre- 
vented from expending money in the purchafe of a manure, from which 
no' immediate return can beexpeded; certain it is, that there does not 
appear any great probability of its being foon introduced into general ufe, 
without the united e^rtion of the Undlords*. 



COMMONS and WASTE LANDS. 



NORTHAMPTON-SHIRE. 

It is only ia tho&pariihes In this county 
which have been indo&d that the lands 
are held in feveralty. The open field 
townihips aie held both by proprietors 
and tenants, in the fiune manner as was 
the prafiice at the time they were firft 
fuhivated. And there, what in Scotland 
is called run-riJgtf or run-Jhtd^ uaiveiial- 
}j prevails. To the preceding report re- 
fcience is made to an acconnt of lihe maa- 
i^er in wfa^ch the commons and wood- 
lands are occupied. 



P£RTH4iHIR£. 

In this coimty the lands are all beldtft 
feyenlty; and commons, or what was 
formerly known by the name of rmt^^ri^gt 
property* ia fearoely known; even in the 
rocky and moontainous parts of the 
coontry, where the furveyor cannot drag 
his chajaif every proprietor knows the 
boomds of his own eftate ; and where ar- 
tificial boondaxies cannot be fixed, natu- 
ral ones* fiicb as ftneams of water, mr the 
fr^ i y ^il^ q£ mountains* cure j r^^'V* xtSt ^ 
to afccrtain the marches. 



OBSERVATION& 

The aholttion oirun-ridgf or run-Jield^ may be reckoned the firft dawn c^ 
a fpirit for improvements in Agriculture that appeared m Scotland* and 
which, ^dded to another excellent plan adopted by the landlords, which has. 
been already taken notice of, vi^ that of granting leafes, aocoanls in a great 
meafure for the very great imf roremenU which have lately taken place 
in that kingdom ; and it cannot admit of a doui>t, .that were the ppea 
field pariihes in Northamptonlbire ilivided and indoied* and the coou 
snons and woodlands converted into private jMrpperty, in the manner in 
svbich the land« in Pertbihire now are, the moft fubftantial improvements 
would of courfe be introduced ; and the produce of the lands* under fuch 
faperior cultivation* as would in that eveut take place* become grtatly 
more abundant. 

HARVESTING 
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HARVESTING the CROP. 



NORTHAMPTON.SHIRE. 

In this county the wheat is reaped with 
iickles, and the barlej, and oats, and beans 
are mowed with the fcythe, and after be- 
ing turned over are put up in coles in the 
field, like haj, where thej ftand fome 
time» and are s^terwards carried home, 
and either put into the banls» or built and 
thatched in the ftack-yard. 

'The wheat is cut very high from the 
ground, and being bound up id {heaved,- 
is allowed to remain in fliocfks in the 
field till it is ready to be houfed ; and 
^er that is done, the fhibble is cut with 
fcythes, and carried home to the ftraw- 
yard, where it is either ufed for litter, or 
ibr thatching houfes. 



P£RTH-SHIR£. 

In this county, and indeed almoft evet-y 
where in Scotland, the corns are al^ cut 
with (ickles, in the lame manner as wheat 
is rea/ped in England. And after having 
remained fome time in (hocks, or what is 
here galled ;^ooij, it is carried home, and 
built up, and carefully thatched in the ftack- 
yard, from whence it is carried into the 
bams to be threihed as occafion requii^» 



OBSERVATIONS. 

There is no operation of hulbandry in which there is a greater ditfci. 
rence than in the manner of harvefting the crops in the different coun* 
ties, as appears above. — ^The mode adopted by the Perthfliire farmer no 
doubt requires more hands to be employed to get an equal number of acres 
cut down in the fame fpace of time. — But whether his getting it done 
more completely, and all at once, may not in the end put him on a foot- 
ing with the Northamptonfhire farmer in point of expence, (fuppofing 
the rate of wages and board-wages to be the fame), appears rather doubt* 
ful. Certain it is, that were the Northamptonfhire plan adopted in this 
county, it would be attended with great rilk, as the climate is fo much 
later, by which means, in bad harvefts, the corns are injured by the great 
falls of rain which fometimes take place, even notwitbftanding of the great 
pains which is generally ufed to fet up the ftiocks in a manner the beft 
calculated to defeqd the grain from injury, — It may be well worth the 
confideration of the farmers in both counties, to confider whether it is 
not prafticable to lay the corn from the fcythe in fuch a manner, as that it 
could be eafily bound up into fheaves. Could this be efTeded, it is proba* 
ble that tjie Northamptonfhire farmer would annually fave a codfiderable 
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quantity of grain, which is at prefent loft among the ftubblc, after everjr 
exertion that can be ufed in raking the field ; and, on the other hand, the 
Perthlhire farmer would be enabled to accomplifti the work in a fborter 
period, and to as much purpofe, while he would be relieved from the ne- 
ceffity of trufting to people from the remote parts of the country, for cut- 
ting down^his corns, — Such an invention as this juft now mentioned has 
been found out, and is faid to be very fimple in its conftruftion, being 
nothing more than a piece of pliable wood,' formed into a kind of bow, 
one end fixed on the fcythe, and the other on the handle. — If it is found 
to anfwer in pradlice, it will certainly be an improvement of real utility,—. 
The fcarcity of hands was probably the.firft caufe that induced the Eng- 
lifti farmer to ufe the fcythe in cutting down his corns ; — and that caufe 
has induced fome farmers in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh to adopt 
the fame plan this year^ 

CONCLUSION, 

The preceding comparative account of the two counties might hav© 
been extended to a great many other articles, fuch ?iS farnh-boufes and 
offices t roads and bridges^ implements ofhujbandry^ &c. &c. but as no ma- 
terial difference appears in thefe refpeds, it was judged unneceffary to en- 
ter into a minute detail of the particulars in either county. It may ap- 
pear furprifing to fome readers, that no account is given of the live flock 
in thefe counties ; but without extending that article to a great length, 
it was found impoffible to ftate any thing on the fubjed that would have 
tended in any great degree to information. — Suffice it therefore to fay, 
that in both counties there is yet great room for the adive and intelligent 
farmer to introduce improvements in the breeds of the different fptrcies of 
ftock. Such a fpirit has> however, become pretty general among the far- 
mers in both diftrifts, find which, if aided by the landlords, will no doubt 
in a few years produce very beneficial confequences. 

It is only neceffary farther to add, that every endeavour has been ufed 
in order to execute this commiffion with candour and impartiality. And 
t\iQ general defcription of the modes of Agriculture and fituation of the 
tenants in each county, will, it is hoped on inveftigation, be found to be 
confifl:ent with truth. — The time allowed for making the furvey of any 
particular county, is fuch as to fubjed the furvey or to the neceflity of 
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procuring much of the neceffary information from thofe refidcnt in the 
diftrid, without having it in his power to inquire minutely into the par- 
ticulars himfelf, and which in this cafe may have been either improper- 
ly communicated or not perfeftly underftood. 

If any misftatement of fads fhould appear in the preceding ac- 
count, it is hoped the candid reader will attribute it to the caufes al- 
ready mentioned, rather than to any want of attention on th^part of the 
furveyor. Any deficiencies that may appear, will no doubt be amply fup- 
plied by the gentlemen, and intelligent farmers, to whom copies of this 
Report will be tranfmitted by the Board for their remarks and obferva- 
tions. 
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